
How You Can Help SASD Avoid Cutting Vital Programs and Services 

1. Talk to your friends who have children in Shippensburg’s public schools and get them involved. 
 

2. Sign up for emails that will allow us to share information about the issue. 
 

3. Contact your state legislators TODAY and contact them often. Our state senators and representatives 
determine how much state funding our school districts receive each year. Only our state lawmakers can 
increase permanent funding to SASD this year to prevent deep cuts in programs such as music and art. 

Senator Richard Alloway 
All of SASD 

Alloway@pasen.gov 
(717)264-6100 

Rep. Rob Kauffman 
Franklin County 

RKauffma@pahousegop.com 
(717) 264-3943 

Rep. Mark Keller 
Cumberland County 

mkeller@pahousegop.com 
(717) 582-8119 

 

How to make a phone call or write a letter: 

 Introduce yourself and identify yourself as a constituent 

 Explain why you are calling or writing your legislator  

 Give an example from your personal experience about the importance of music and the arts to your own 
child and to all children in our school district 

 Make your “ask”, specifically to make Governor Corbett’s one-time Ready to Learn grant permanent 
funding in the Basic Education line item 

 Ask for a follow-up answer from your legislator 
 

Here is an example of a phone call or text for an email: 
 
Hello, my name is [Jane Doe] and I live in Shippensburg.  
 
I am calling/writing today because the Shippensburg Area School District is facing a deficit of $746,000 for the 
2014-2015 school year. I am very concerned about the cuts that our school district will be forced to make and the 
impact that these cuts will have on my children. 
 
{Share a personal story about a program in Shippensburg that has been meaningful to you or your child/children 
and explain why cutting that program will hurt your child and all children in our school district} 

I most strongly encourage [Senator/Representative X] to work with legislators in the General Assembly to  make 
Governor Corbett’s proposed Ready to Learn Block Grant a permanent source of state funding for public schools 
by including these funds in the Basic Education line item.  If these funds are permanent, our school board can 
use them in a way that will preserve programs that are vital to the academic success of our children. 

Pennsylvania’s public schools desperately need adequate and reliable funding in order to provide our children 
with the artistic and academic learning opportunities they will need to meet state standards and be successful 
after they graduate. Adding the Ready to Learn Block Grant funds to the Basic Education line item will be a step 
in the right direction. 

I am interested in learning about the Senator’s/Representative’s position on this issue and would like to hear 
back from him. My address/email/phone number is […..]. Thank you. 
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