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At 5:14 p.m. on Tuesday, 
October 15, 2013 the 
Senate stands in recess 
until Wednesday, October 
16, 2013 at 11:00 a.m., 
unless sooner recalled by the 
President Pro Tempore.

At 3:44 p.m. on Tuesday, 
October 15, 2013 the House 
stands adjourned until 
Wednesday, October 16, 
2013 at 11:00 a.m., unless 
sooner recalled by the 
Speaker. 
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AROUND THE ROTUNDA
PLS coverage of Capitol events including press conferences, bill signings, & media availabilities

GOVERNOR SIGNS CHIP REAUTHORIZATION BILL
By Jason Gottesman

Gov. Tom Corbett was joined by lawmakers, advocates, and administration officials today 
as he signed House Bill 108, which reauthorizes the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) and also removes the current six-month waiting period for CHIP enrollment.

Franca D’Agostino, executive director of the CHIP program, introduced those in attendance 
including a group of children from Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School and the 
Pennsylvania Partnership for Children. D’Agostino noted the bill is part of the governor’s 
Healthy Pennsylvania plan, which she said she and other administration officials have been 
working hard to get the word out about the CHIP program so as to increase enrollment in 
the program. 

Rep. Nick Micozzie (R-Delaware), prime sponsor of the bill, thanked the sponsors of the 
bill including House Insurance Minority Chairman Tony DeLuca (D-Allegheny). “The CHIP 
program has been the model for all the states in the country,” he said and noted the importance 
of the program in his district and other districts surrounding Philadelphia. He noted 190,000 
children are qualified for the program with 8,400 of those residing in his district. He explained 
the legislation extends the program until December 2015, eliminates the six-month waiting 
period, and requires the advisory council to meet twice a year. Rep. Micozzie reiterated his 
thanks and said he hopes the program will be extended past 2015 in the future.

Sen. Don White (R-Indiana), Chair of the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee, 
thanked Gov. Corbett and the House of Representatives for getting the legislation finished 
in an expeditious manner. “This initiative by the governor is truly important,” he said while 
noting the importance of eliminating the waiting period. “We still have thousands of kids 
out there we haven’t reached yet and the reason is, in my opinion, is the six-month waiting 
period because people don’t get insurance until they need it,” he said. “It’s a very important 
cog in the Healthy Pennsylvania plan,” he added. 

“This is a great day, this is a day about our children,” Gov. Corbett said. He said for more than 
20 years Pennsylvania has set the national standard for making certain the state’s children 
are protected by medical insurance through the CHIP program. He stated the program 
has served as a model that the federal government has even looked at and noted the bill 
reauthorizes the program in a way that reaches every child that needs health insurance by 
not only reauthorizing the entire program, but eliminating the waiting period. “In Pennsylvania 
we take care of our own and have the best CHIP program in the nation,” Gov. Corbett said 
and noted the importance of this legislative component of his Health Pennsylvania plan that 
he argued provides a Pennsylvania-specific plan addressing medical health care coverage. 
“Our children should not have to worry about whether you are a Republican or Democrat and 
I’m proud this is a clear example of why we are different than what we see in Washington,” 
Gov. Corbett said.

Moving to discuss Philadelphia schools, the governor said he was provided a detailed letter 
by the Philadelphia School District superintendant and thus he has made a determination 
along with other administration officials to release the $45 million for the school district. “With 
this you are seeing our commitment to Pennsylvania’s children today,” he said. 

UPCOMING SESSION DAYS

House
October 17 (nv), 21, 22, 23
November 12, 13, 18, 19, 20
December 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 
18 (nv)

Senate
October 21, 22, 23
November 12, 13, 18, 19, 20
December 3, 4, 9, 10, 11

Number 207

www.mypls.com
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB00108&SESSION=13R


continued from previous page

continued on next page2

Lastly the governor discussed transportation funding. He said he is working with the General Assembly in a bipartisan 
fashion for a transportation funding solution. He asked members of the General Assembly to work in the spirit of compromise 
so that a solution can be had and disaster averted. He noted children get on school buses and travel the roads and bridges 
of Pennsylvania, which he argued should be enough for members of the General Assembly to come together to work on 
a transportation funding bill. He stated he urges those “who are still in the 1960s” to change the way Pennsylvania does 
business and opined a comprehensive transportation plan will create jobs. “The safe and the efficient movement of people, 
of goods, of services—both emergency and nonemergency—is a core responsibility of government. Pennsylvanians 
deserve to be able to travel where then want, when they want, and how they want,” Gov. Corbett said and expressed that 
transportation is necessary to Pennsylvania’s global competitiveness and its citizen’s quality of life. 

The governor was joined by Senator LeAnna Washington (D-Philadelphia), House Majority Leader Mike Turzai (R-Allegheny), 
and Representatives Tina Pickett (R-Bradford), Tony DeLuca (D-Allegheny), Marguerite Quinn (R-Bucks), Karen Boback 
(R-Luzerne), Sandra Major (R-Susquehanna), Ed Neilson (D-Philadelphia), Sue Helm (R-Dauphin), Tom Caltagirone 
(D-Berks), Keith Gillespie (R-York), Mike Regan (R-York), Dave Maloney (R-Berks), Madeleine Dean (D-Montgomery), and 
Jim Marshall (R-Beaver).

SENATE DEMOCRATS SPEAK OUT AGAINST VOTER ID EDUCATION CAMPAIGN
By Jason Gottesman

A group of Senate Democrats led by Sen. Matt Smith (D-Allegheny) held a news conference today to call for an end to the 
Corbett administration’s Voter ID education advertisement campaign.

“We are here to call on Gov. Corbett to ask the Department of State to take down the ‘Show It’ ad,” Sen. Smith said. After 
showing the television advertisement, he said, every member of his caucus sent a letter to the governor asking him to direct 
the department to immediately take down the television and radio advertisement as well as the posters going out to county 
election offices. He noted the department has said it is an education campaign, but he argued the ad makes it clear the 
message is confusing and misleading. He said tying one’s level of voter interest to the need for identification is confusing 
and the main thrust of the advertisement campaign. 

“As we know, no ID is required for this election and the Commonwealth Court specifically barred poll workers from stating 
it may be required in future elections,” Sen. Smith said. He said he is further troubled that more than $1 million of taxpayer 
dollars are being used for the campaign when the law might be struck down or changed. “I think it’s clearly something that 
will lead to voter confusion,” he said. He argued state resources should not be used for any advertisement campaign until 
the law is clarified, especially when there are other areas of state spending that need additional money. “Pennsylvania’s 
message to voters should be ‘just show up,’” he added.

Senate Democratic Leader Jay Costa (D-Allegheny) said this is an issue his caucus has been at the forefront of for a 
couple of years and said the Voter ID legislation should not be enforced. He called on the department to take down the 
advertisement and said the caucus will continue to fight the advertising campaign.

Sen. Wayne Fontana (D-Allegheny) said if the administration truly wants people to have identification, it should direct 
them to members’ offices. He said he proposed the idea of allowing legislative offices to provide constituents with voter 
identification. He argued the advertisement is confusing and directs people to driver’s license centers, which is more difficult 
and something he said is aimed at lowering voter participation. “It’s time that we push back and push back hard to make 
sure that every voter that has the opportunity to vote will vote,” Sen. Fontana concluded.

Sen. Shirley Kitchen (D-Philadelphia) said the advertisement causes confusion and anxiety when people cannot obtain the 
voter identification card. She called the advertisement unnecessary and said the caucus will continue to work to get the 
advertisement taken down. 

http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2013/20131016TQ.PDF
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Sen. Smith added there are easier ways to ensure voter participation, like adopting Sen. Fontana’s legislation, and better 
ways to expend state dollars than on this advertisement campaign, where the emphasis in tone ties voter enthusiasm and 
voice to the need to show identification. “Now it’s incumbent upon the governor to do the right thing and take it down,” Sen. 
Smith said. 

He stated he will look at any and all options for removing the advertisement in the future if the governor does not take the 
advertisement down voluntarily. Sen. Smith said any advertisement should be focused on telling people how to obtain 
identification and that identification is not required in this election. He argued nobody can predict whether the law will be 
upheld. 

Sen. Rob Teplitz (D-Dauphin) noted the administration had all summer to run proactive advertisements, but instead waited 
until a month before the election to discourage people who do not have identification from voting. Sen. Smith added that 
the ad is virtually identical to the spot used when the identification requirement was in effect. He argued the net effect of the 
advertisement is that it will confuse voters. 

Senators Sean Wiley (D-Erie), Richard Kasunic (D-Fayette), Judy Schwank (D-Berks), LeAnna Washington (D-Philadelphia), 
Jim Brewster (D-Allegheny), John Blake (D-Lackawanna), and Tim Solobay (D-Washington) were also in attendance at the 
press conference.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CAUCUS RECOGNIZES OCTOBER AS PENNSYLVANIA’S PROMISE FOR 
CHILDREN MONTH
By Catharine Conner

Surrounded by families and children, members of the bipartisan, bicameral Early Childhood Education Caucus held a press 
conference this morning to recognize October 2013 as Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children Month and to educate the public 
on the importance of providing access to quality early education to help children reach their promise.

Kurt Kondrich, co-chair of the State Interagency Coordinating Council (PA SICC), commenced the press conference by 
sharing the story of his 10-year old daughter Chloe who was born with Down syndrome. During the first five years of 
Chloe’s life when 85-90 percent of brain development occurs, he explained, she received high quality early intervention 
and early childhood education. As a testament to the success of early learning programs, Kondrich happily reported that 
Chloe is currently attending 5th grade, fully included with her peers, and reading at a 5th grade level with the promise of being 
governor. Having experienced firsthand the impact of early learning programs, Kondrich noted that he left a career as a 
police officer, went back to school to receive a Master’s Degree in Early Intervention and now serves as a strong advocate 
for children and their families. He emphasized that early learning programs provide a foundation for success and asked that 
funding for these programs be looked at as an investment in the future that always yields a positive return and not as a cost. 
As a former police officer, he learned that “either you invest in children early or you warehouse them later.”

Sen. Pat Browne (R-Lehigh), co-chair of the Early Childhood Education Caucus, and sponsor of SR 222, designating 
October 2013 as Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children Month noted that a growing coalition of Pennsylvania citizens, 
including providers, community leaders, law enforcement officials, business leaders, teachers, and parents are speaking 
out on what is necessary to provide a brighter future for children. “They all understand what quality early education truly 
is. At its core, it is a powerful tool to knock down the barriers that stand in front of many of our children’s skills and abilities 
to be successful in school and later in life. Later in life as part of Pennsylvania’s most valuable economic resource, our 
tremendous Pennsylvania workforce,” he added. 

Sen. Browne highlighted the success story of the coalition’s advocacy efforts, pointing out that 15 years ago early education 
was not mentioned in the budget while today there are investments in Head Start, Pre-K Counts, and the Keystone STARS 
program. With the commitment of the private and public sectors, the House and Senate, and governors from Ridge to 
Corbett, investments in early education have become an established part of Pennsylvania’s education vision, he said.

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SR00222&Session=13R
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Sen. Browne emphasized the importance of preserving the investment to advance Pennsylvania’s place in the global 
marketplace. “At the core of Pennsylvania’s strategic future plan, is the hearts and minds of all of Pennsylvania’s young 
children. If we are to succeed now and in the future we cannot afford to waste any talent, forgo any resource, sacrifice any 
potential, and expense any promise,” he stated. “Collectively…we can stand here, proud of the path that we have paved 
with confidence of an expanding commitment with stronger fiscal days ahead. This is our legacy, today. A legacy that we will 
carry for the benefit of all Pennsylvania’s families and their children. A legacy which will allow us to soon look through the 
eyes of every Pennsylvania child and see hope,” he concluded.

Jessica Rearick from Bellefonte conveyed her experience with the Keystone STARS program. Her 10-month old daughter 
Sophia currently attends the early child care learning program. Although it was hard going back to work, she expressed 
her confidence in knowing that her daughter is truly happy and thriving in a safe and loving environment. She marvels at 
how much Sophia is learning and developing, from interacting with other children to playing games. Rearick described one 
instance when they were rolling a ball on the floor at home and Sophia knew to open her arms to catch it, a skill she had 
learned through the program. She also emphasized that the program encourages parental involvement and communication, 
noting that parents receive updates on their children, surveys, and participate in family oriented activities. Lastly, Rearick, a 
software engineer, commented on her enthusiasm that the program is looking to incorporate STEM. It is her hope that the 
program will give Sophia the foundation to grow up to be a happy, healthy, strong woman.

Sen. Wayne Fontana (D-Allegheny) remarked that all children deserve the best possible chance to succeed in life and the 
opportunity to reach for the stars. “We need to see to it that our children grow-up in a safe, secure, and loving environment 
and all our children have quality education from the earliest ages and up,” he added.

Sen. Fontana called attention to the fact that Pennsylvania does not require kindergarten and expressed his concern that 
the elimination of kindergarten could be used a bargaining chip or in budget negotiations. As a result, he indicated that he 
is proposing legislation to address this issue. 

Lastly, Sen. Fontana commended Kondrich and his daughter for their commitment, leadership, and advocacy and presented 
them with certificates of recognition.

Clara Buie from Easton offered her experience with Pre-K Counts. She remarked on the growth of her 4-year old twins since 
starting the program together in the 3-year old classroom. While she initially had fears that her twins would not adjust to 
being separated, she noted that they are flourishing, making friends, and developing individual personalities. She credits the 
staff and teacher at Pre-K Counts for helping her twins grow and develop so they will be ready for kindergarten.

Rep. Phyllis Mundy (D-Luzerne), co-chair of the Early Childhood Education Caucus, and sponsor of HR 483, designating 
October 2013 as Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children Month, echoed the sentiments of prior speakers underscoring that 
every child in Pennsylvania deserves access to quality early learning opportunities. “While it is in the best interest of 
every citizen…to help our children reach their promise, much of the responsibility for these programs falls on us, the state 
legislators,” she acknowledged. Although issues like pension reform, transportation, and liquor privatization have been 
taking center stage in Harrisburg, she stressed that there is nothing more important than preserving and growing these 
learning opportunities for children everywhere in Pennsylvania.

Rep. Mundy pointed out that the Early Childhood Education Caucus is the largest caucus in the legislature with 125 members 
and is devoted to the task of advocating for continued investments on the state and federal levels. “We will not stop trying 
to fund and grow these opportunities…because either we invest in these kids now or they are a drain on our economy later 
on,” she stated.

Rep. Mundy also dismissed the argument made by those that say their children are grown and they should not have to pay 
for these programs. She reiterated the importance of investing in early education now so Pennsylvania can have a strong 
economic base and healthy workforce to sustain the programs those very individuals may rely on including, Social Security, 
Medicare, and other programs funded by the state budget. She concluded by urging the public to join the caucus as they 
advocate every budget season for more funding for early childhood education programs.

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HR00483&Session=13R
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Cecilia Lee from King of Prussia described the journey of her 6-year old son, Alex, who was born with Down syndrome. From 
the time he was 3-months old, Alex started receiving early intervention services. Therapists came to the house to work with 
Alex, but also to teach the family that there are no limits. Therapists also followed him to preschool, putting together the most 
effective learning strategies. With the right resources, Alex thrived and Lee remarked that the family was able to focus on his 
amazing abilities rather than his disability. Alex is now attending kindergarten, fully included, making friends, and learning. 
She noted that early on they realized Alex had a gift for picking up languages. Alex now speaks, reads, and writes in both 
English and Korean and he’s starting to pick up a little Chinese and Spanish. He also plays the piano and likes singing and 
has appeared on PBS Kids Sprout and modeled for Toys “R” Us. Lee attributes Alex’s growth to the early intervention and 
education he and the family received.

The press conference concluded with remarks from Representatives Curtis Thomas (D-Philadelphia), Margo Davidson 
(D-Delaware), Joseph Markosek (D-Allegheny), and Rosita Youngblood (D-Philadelphia). They shared their personal 
stories and offered their continued commitment to provide Pennsylvania’s children with access to quality early learning 
opportunities. 

Rep. Thomas shared the story of his son who has special needs. He also noted that today the district attorneys from 
southeastern Pennsylvania and individuals from the law enforcement community are protesting in front of SCI Chester to 
drive home the message that it is important to invest in kids early - $100 invested in early education saves $700 in prison 
costs. He also mentioned that there is a proposal on the table to invest $10 million over a number of years in early education, 
which will bring more than two million additional high school graduates or 363,000 successful high school graduates in 
Pennsylvania. 

Rep. Davidson noted her work at a non-profit overseeing and raising funds for early childhood education and seeing 
firsthand the positive impact. Rep. Markosek expressed his support for what Kondrich is doing today and shared the story 
of how he knows Kondrich, the son of his good friend and former Rep. Ted Kondrich. Lastly, Rep. Youngblood commented 
that she understands the importance of early education and shared her experiences of raising her youngest son, who was 
born with substances in his body and required a lot of care, and now her twin grandsons, who needed physical therapy and 
help with their vocabulary.

Additional information can be found at www.papromiseforchildren.com.

APSCUF RALLIES FOR RESTORED HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING
By Mike Howells

Students, legislators, and members of the Association of Pennsylvania State College & University Faculties (APSCUF) 
rallied today on the steps of the Capitol Rotunda to call for restored funding to the state’s higher education system.

APSCUF president Steve Hicks said that while demands on the state budget are strong from all areas, not funding higher 
education “is a choice, not a necessity.” He called on Gov. Tom Corbett to reverse the 18 percent cut to the State System of 
Higher Education (PASSHE) made two years ago, noting that when the system was founded in 1928, the commonwealth 
provided two-thirds of its funding, compared to less than one-quarter now.

“A college education is a public good,” Hicks said. “Study after study shows that college graduates earn more…so they’ll 
pay more taxes. They use less health care, they are incarcerated far less often, they vote more often…they get more jobs. 
They’re far less likely to be unemployed.”

House Minority Whip Mike Hanna (D-Clinton) pointed out that while the 18-percent cut was “horrendous,” the governor’s 
initial proposal was for a 50-percent cut to higher education. He said this is a trend Democrats have been fighting for several 
years to reverse.

http://papromiseforchildren.com/
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“It’s time to do what’s right for Pennsylvania – invest in higher education,” Rep. Hanna said.

“If education is expensive, try ignorance,” added Rep. Ron Waters (D-Philadelphia). “By cutting valuable programs and 
limiting the types of courses available to students, we are doing nothing but creating state public technical and vocational 
training programs.” He qualified that while that is not a bad thing in itself, the state should not limit itself to only that form of 
education.

“I am demanding…that the full restoration of the State System of Higher Education be funded again,” Rep. Waters remarked.

Sen. Mike Stack (D-Philadelphia) questioned, “What could be more important than investing in our future?” He called the 
cuts to higher education “absolute lunacy” and echoed the call for restoration of funding levels. 

Rep. Mario Scavello (R-Monroe) added there is concern for education among both Democrats and Republicans. 

“On both sides of the aisle, we all believe education is number one,” Rep. Scavello said, adding he is lobbying personally 
for more funding back into the State System.

Rep. Madeleine Dean (D-Montgomery), a former university professor, said Pennsylvania ranks 45th in the country for state 
support of full-time students. “That’s the bottom of the barrel,” she said, adding that 37 states have added funding for higher 
education while Pennsylvania has cut its support. To pay for increased funding she suggested a tax on smokeless tobacco, 
a freeze on the Capital Stock and Franchise Tax phaseout, a “real” elimination of the Delaware Loophole, and a tax on 
Marcellus Shale natural gas extraction.

Jason White, a student at Mansfield University, outlined the impact of the budget cuts on students. “Without adequate 
funding, our schools are being forced to eliminate positions, which increase class sizes, and reduce our professors’ ability 
to meet our students’ needs.”

White added that budget cuts increase the costs borne by students themselves, making education on the whole less 
accessible to an increasing number of Pennsylvanians.

Sen. Rob Teplitz (D-Dauphin) said the funding cuts to higher education in recent years have been “disgraceful,” and 
emphasized the need to invest again in higher education in the commonwealth.

Other legislators in attendance at the rally included Representatives Joe Markosek (D-Allegheny), Jaret Gibbons 
(D-Lawrence), Steve McCarter (D-Montgomery), Louise Bishop (D-Philadelphia), Stephen Kinsey (D-Philadelphia), Neal 
Goodman (D-Schuylkill), Michelle Brownlee (D-Philadelphia), Ted Harhai (D-Westmoreland), Eddie Pashinski (D-Luzerne), 
Dan Frankel (D-Allegheny), and Kevin Schreiber (D-York).

COMMITTEE NEWS
Comprehensive coverage of House & Senate public hearings & voting meetings

House Appropriations Committee 
10/16/13, 12:19 p.m., 140 Main Capitol 
By Kimberly Hess 

The committee met to consider bills. 

HB 494 Boback, Karen - (PN 516) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) providing for the offense of failure of duty to report 
disappearance of a child under 14 years of age. The offense is graded as a third degree felony. Effective in 60 days. - The 
bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+494&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R117&STA=PA
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HB 1584 Causer, Martin - (PN 2166) Amends Titles 30 (Fish) and 34 (Game) adding that waterways conservation officers 
and deputies (in Title 30) and enforcement officers (in Title 34) have the discretion to issue written or verbal warnings in lieu 
of making arrests or issuing citations. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

SB 648 Alloway, Richard - (PN 1420) Amends Title 34 (Game), in enforcement, further providing for liability for actions of 
others by adding that a landowner who allows or grants permission to a person to take game or wildlife on the landowner’s 
property shall not be liable for an unlawful act committed by that person, if no payment or gratuity is required and the 
landowner does not willfully aid, abet, assist, attempt or conspire in the commission of the unlawful act. Effective immediately. 
(Prior Printer Number: 641, 952) - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

HB 1538 Miller, Ron - (PN 2053) Amends the PA Prevailing Wage Act, allowing municipalities to vote to exclude themselves 
from the Act. A municipality may elect to subject itself to the coverage of the Act as long as the election takes place at least 
four years after the prior removal vote. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was passed over. 

HB 1513 Dunbar, George - (PN 1994) Amends the Local Tax Enabling Act, allowing local taxing authorities to levy a tax 
on the privilege of doing business in the jurisdiction of the local taxing authority if business transactions occur fifteen or 
more days in a year and/or the transactions occur through a base of operations in the jurisdiction of the levying local 
tax authority. Effective immediately. - The bill was reported as committed with Chairman Joe Markosek (D-Allegheny) 
and Representatives Brendan Boyle (D-Philadelphia), Matt Bradford (D-Montgomery), Michelle Brownlee (D-Philadelphia), 
Mike Carroll (D-Luzerne), Scott Conklin (D-Centre), Deberah Kula (D-Fayette), Tim Mahoney(D-Fayette), John Sabatina 
(D-Philadelphia), and Steve Santarsiero (D-Bucks) voting in the negative. 

House Children and Youth Committee 
10/16/13, 10:00 a.m., Room 60 East Wing 
By Mike Howells 

The committee met to consider one bill. 

Before addressing the bill on the agenda, Chairman Kathy Watson (R-Bucks) reported the Senate is taking up all the child 
abuse protection bills the committee worked on and passed through the House. She told the committee “you did enormous 
and good work.” Minority Chairman Louise Bishop (D-Philadelphia) echoed the remarks and credited male committee 
members in particular for their empathy on the issue. 

HB 162 Benninghoff, Kerry - (PN 159) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in adoption, providing as an exception to 
the requirement an original birth certificate in an adoption be kept private to require the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the 
Department of Health to disclose, at the written request of an adoptee, the original or amended certificate of birth of the 
adoptee in accordance with the Vital Statistics Law. Effective April 25, 2014 or in 60 days, whichever is later. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as amended. 

A03827 by Watson, addresses a number of technical and administrative concerns. Replaces Section 2937 in Title 23 
providing an adoptee 19 years or older can apply for a birth certificate and the Department of Health must comply with 45 
days. A fee may be charged. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

Rep. Kerry Benninghoff (R-Centre) offered a brief history of the legislation and his reasons for pursuing it, noting the 
importance of being able to access one’s birth certificate. “This is not just about finding your parents,” he stated, noting 
anecdotes from people who used family history they obtained with the use of a birth certificate to learn about family health 
problems and act on them. 

Chairman Watson noted for the record she is an adopted child and is the parent of an adopted child. 

On the amendment Rep. Steve McCarter (D-Montgomery) asked about the 19-year old age limit and why it wasn’t set at 18. 
Chairman Watson said it was a compromise between 18 and 21 years of age. Rep. McCarter said with 18 being the age of 

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1584&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R67&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+648&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R333&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1538&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R93&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1513&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R56&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+162&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R171&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/13R/AMD/H0159A03827.PDF
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consent he does not want the bill to suggest that 18-year-olds are not mature enough. Rep. Benninghoff said some who are 
18 years old are still in high school. Rep. Toohil said setting the age at 19 is helpful to mitigate issues where technology is 
used to find biological relatives, which she said can be disruptive to those still in school. 

Rep. Will Tallman (R-Adams) expressed a concern that it could reduce the number of adoptee as those with unplanned 
pregnancies may be reticent to give up a child if their identity cannot be concealed. Rep. Benninghoff agreed “it is a tough 
balancing act.” 

Rep. Dan Miller (D-Allegheny) said he has come across birth parents who are ecstatic about a contact and those who are 
not. He said he cannot get over the idea of an adult adoptee not being able to get information on their family health history. 

Chairman Watson acknowledged she too struggled with the concern raised by Rep. Tallman. 

Chairman Bishop shared with the committee that ancestry.com is putting more and more information online that is currently 
concealed. 

House Commerce Committee 
10/16/13, 9:00 a.m., Room 60 East Wing 
By Mike Howells 

The committee met to consider bills. 

HB 1575 Killion, Thomas - (PN 2132) Amends Title 15 (Corporations and Unincorporated Associations), permitting the 
organization of limited liability companies (LLC) that are organized by one or more corporations for the sole purpose of 
operating an HMO. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 

A03375 by Thomas, is a technical amendment resulting from a wording change in the underlying statute. The amendment 
was unanimously adopted. 

Rep. Thomas Killion (R-Philadelphia) offered comments on the two bills before the committee. He said the legislation would 
allow the six hospitals that are part of the Health Partners organization compete with larger national entities in terms of 
expansion. He said the measure would mean additional revenue for the commonwealth as well. 

HB 1574 Killion, Thomas - (PN 2131) Amends the Health Maintenance Organization Act permitting an HMO that is organized 
by one or more corporations to operate as an LLC. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 

A03854 by Ross, clarifies the legal liabilities of an HMO organized as an LLC. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

House Education Committee 
10/16/13, 9:00 a.m., G-50 Irvis Office Building 
By Matt Hess 

The committee met to consider four bills. 

HB 1408 Brown, Vanessa - (PN 1836) Amends the Public School Code further providing for the Office of Safe Schools giving 
the office the power to conduct firearm safety education classes in the elementary school grades. The legislation details 
required aspects of the course curriculum. Effective in 180 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 

Rep. Vanessa Lowery Brown (D-Philadelphia), prime sponsor of the legislation, gave an overview of the bill. “HB 1408 is a 
firearm safety education curriculum,” she stated. “The Eddie Eagle Gun Safe program is based upon accident prevention 
and teaches children in pre-K through third grade four important steps to take if they find a gun.” 
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A03801 by Clymer, changes the location of the language to Article 15; tasks the Department of Education with developing 
curriculum guidelines; and allows the Department of Education to consult with the State Police when developing program 
guidelines. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

Minority Chairman James Roebuck (D-Philadelphia) questioned why the legislation specifies the National Rifle Association’s 
program as the standardized gun safety curriculum. Rep. Brown emphasized there is currently a lack of programs that teach 
children about gun safety. “We found this national model and found that 26 other states are initiating this,” she stated. “It is 
a national model and that was the reason why I selected this.” 

Chairman Roebuck asked who funds the program. Rep. Brown said the NRA funds the program. 

Chairman Roebuck questioned what assurances there are that the NRA will focus solely on the Eddie Eagle program and 
not promote its “broader agenda.” Rep. Brown explained that the “curriculum is already defined and written as implemented 
through the bill and it does not promote the NRA.” She noted that the materials are entirely online. 

Rep. Steve Santarsiero (D-Bucks) also expressed concern about utilizing an NRA-sponsored program. “I think the concern 
many of us have is the involvement of the National Rifle Association,” he stated. “Some of us view their actions as antithetical 
to gun safety.” He questioned why the legislation does not simply task the Department of Education to create its own gun 
safety program. Rep. Brown stated “I thought this was a good way to go because it was already implemented, I saw 
what they had on the internet; I thought it was an excellent package of curriculum and I wanted something to be initiated 
immediately to start saving the lives of our youth.” 

A03907 by Roebuck was ruled out of order. 

Chairman Paul Clymer (R-Bucks) explained that the adoption of A03801 made Chairman Roebuck’s amendment out of 
order. 

HB 1411 Christiana, Jim - (PN 1839) The School District Web Accountability and Transparency (SchoolWATCH) Act provides 
definitions and requires the Pennsylvania Department of Education to develop implement and maintain a single, searchable, 
website to be called SchoolWATCH by December 31, 2014. The bill provides exact details of what is to be included on the 
website and exempts records not subject to disclosure under the Right-to-Know Act. The public shall be able to access and 
aggregate information from the website at no cost. The legislation requires school district cooperation with the department 
in formulation of the website and provides penalties for noncompliance. A report is required. Effective immediately. - The bill 
was unanimously reported as amended. 

Rep. Jim Christiana (R-Beaver), prime sponsor of the legislation, gave an overview of the bill. He explained that the 
legislation is modeled after PennWATCH and highlighted examples of the misuse of education money across the state. 
“These incidents could have been prevented if our school district budgets had been open to the penetrating eyes of the 
public and the media,” he stated. “We may not be able to change the past but today we have the opportunity to change the 
future.” 

A03796 by Christiana, is a gut and replace amendment. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A03711 by Carroll was ruled out of order. 

Chairman Roebuck expressed concern about a lack of response by the Department of Education in light of a number of 
incidents regarding the misuse of education funds. “I certainly support that the public can step up and fill the void,” he 
stated. “It seems to me the real problem here is not having an efficient, effective Department of Education that does their 
job correctly.” 

HB 1512 Bloom, Stephen - (PN 1993) Amends the Public School Code, in certification of teachers, to waive the basic skills 
test for those students who already hold a Masters, Doctorate, or are enrolled in a post baccalaureate teacher preparation 
program; provide reciprocity for post baccalaureate programs from applicants who received certification from a state with 
similar standards, in order to permit the approval of certification applicants who complete alternative certification programs 
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out of the state; require students to take the basic skills test prior to official entry into the teacher preparation program; 
provide students who attain a higher graduate degree without receiving a baccalaureate first with the ability to be certified; 
and remove the requirement for a health assessment as part of the certification process, but retain the requirement as part 
of the employment process. Effective immediately. - The bill was reported as committed with Democratic members voting 
in the negative. 

Rep. Stephen Bloom (R-Cumberland), prime sponsor of the legislation, gave an overview of the bill. “It clarifies the minimal 
education requirements for people seeking certification to teach in Pennsylvania,” he stated. “It makes clear that a person 
who obtains a masters degree or higher degree from a program that does not require you to earn a bachelor’s degree first 
would still be qualified to obtain a teaching certificate.” 

Chairman Roebuck questioned what a person would be certified in with a master’s degree in “human services.” Rep. Bloom 
said he could not speak specifically to masters programs that do not require a bachelors degree but emphasized “I do know 
that it’s an issue that’s come up and there’s been an issue of well-qualified individuals who hold a masters degree but have 
never formally obtained a bachelor’s degree who are not able to be certified and we want to be able to rectify that situation.” 

HB 1623 Emrick, Joe - (PN 2237) Amends the Public School Code further providing for evaluation of applications for 
certification by adding that a teacher preparation program approved by the Department of Education shall not require a 
student to obtain a passing score on an assessment administered pursuant to 22 Pa. Code 49.18 (relating to assessment) 
as a condition of graduation or include the student’s score on the assessment as a component of a student’s grade in 
any course, provided that the assessment of professional knowledge and practice may be included as a component of a 
student’s student teaching grade. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was reported as amended with Rep. Dan Truitt (R-Chester) 
voting in the negative. 

Rep. Joe Emrick (R-Northampton), prime sponsor of the legislation, gave an overview of the bill. He explained that the 
impetus for the legislation came from a student who passed all of his classes and received an A in student teaching but the 
university refused to award the education degree because the student did not pass the Praxis exam. 

A03316 by Emrick, is a technical amendment. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

Chairman Roebuck questioned if the legislation eliminates the Praxis exam entirely from teaching qualification requirements. 
Rep. Emrick stated “this in no way removes the Praxis as a requirement for teacher certification; it simply says that an 
institution cannot require a student to pass the Praxis before they graduate.” 

Rep. Kathy Rapp (R-Warren) said she would support the legislation in committee but noted “I find it odd that we are not 
requiring this for graduation for future teachers but we do require Keystone Exams for our students to receive a diploma.” 

House State Government Committee 
10/16/13, 8:00 a.m., G-50 Irvis Office Building 
By Matt Hess 

The committee met to consider one resolution and one bill. 

HR 456 Simmons, Justin - (PN 2350) Resolution memorializing the Congress of the United States to establish a special 
committee to investigate and report on the National Security Agency’s surveillance program and recommend any necessary 
reforms to the Patriot Act or the conduct of the National Security Agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and any other 
agencies involved in this program. - The resolution was reported as committed with Rep. Michael O’Brien (D-Philadelphia) 
voting in the negative. 

Rep. Justin Simmons (R-Lehigh), prime sponsor of HR 456, gave an overview of the resolution. “My resolution is regarding 
the reports that have come out about spying on domestic citizens by the NSA,” he stated. “Many of my constituents, 
including myself as a citizen of this great country, are very concerned about some of these allegations. I thought it would be 

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1623&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R137&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/13R/AMD/H2237A03316.PDF
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HR+456&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R131&STA=PA


continued from previous page

continued on next page11

incumbent upon this body to issue a resolution memorializing the US Congress to investigate some of these claims to find 
out what is going on.” 

Minority Chairman Mark Cohen (D-Philadelphia) spoke in support of the resolution. “I think it is a meritorious resolution,” he 
stated. “It deals with the national problem of what the definition is of national security and to what degree we want the federal 
government snooping into the lives of individuals.” 

Rep. O’Brien spoke against the resolution. “Where I agree with the underlying concept of this resolution, nonetheless, it 
seems to me rather bold to question the ability of the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate 
to do an investigation,” he stated. “I simply think it’s bold and I think it’s inappropriate for us to do it.” 

Chairman Daryl Metcalfe (R-Butler) disagreed the resolution is inappropriate. “The federal government is supposed to work 
for the states, it is the United States of America.” he stated. “I don’t think it’s bold, I think it’s proper that we instruct our 
Congress on what they should be doing.” 

HB 530 Clymer, Paul - (PN 573) The Flag Procurement Act requires all government agencies to procure only flags that 
are manufactured in the United States. A flag is manufactured in the United States if a substantial majority of the principal 
components are assembled into the final product in the United States. Contract documents for the procurement of flags 
shall contain a provision that the flags procured by the government agency shall be manufactured in the United States. A 
person who willfully violates the provisions of this act may be prohibited by the government agency from participation in 
contracts awarded by the government agency for a period of five years from the date of the determination that a violation 
has occurred. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 

Rep. Paul Clymer (R-Bucks), prime sponsor of the legislation, gave an overview of the bill. “This legislation would reinforce 
the idea that these flags, both the American and Commonwealth flag, must have the label Made in the USA,” he stated. “This 
is an investment that I think we can all support.” 

A03915 by Metcalfe, would move the language into a new subchapter in the Procurement Code; removes the exemption 
provision. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A03636 by Cohen was ruled out of order. 

Chairman Metcalfe explained Chairman Cohen’s amendment became out of order with the adoption of A03915. 

House Labor and Industry Committee 
10/16/13, 12:05 p.m., Room G-50 Irvis Office Building 
By Matt Hess 

The committee met to consider two bills. 

HB 976 Fleck, Michael - (PN 1117) The Correctional Officers Bill of Rights Act details legislative intent to provide standards 
to protect the rights of correctional officers during certain investigations by the Department of Corrections. The bill provides 
for pertinent definitions, for restrictions and rights during an interrogation into officer conduct, for prompt action on a decision 
relating to an investigation. The bill further provides for restrictions on the ability of a correctional officer to be polygraphed, 
be threatened with adverse employment action, or disclose certain information. The bill provides for applicability, the ability 
of an officer to file a civil suit under certain conditions, the impact of collective bargaining agreements, and for when a 
suspension may be imposed. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

HB 1502 Ellis, Brian - (PN 1982) Amends the Child Labor Act to allow minors aged twelve years or older to enforce the 
rules of and supervise the participants of youth sporting event. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported 
as amended. 

A03838 by Scavello, was described as a technical amendment. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 
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Minority Chairman William Keller (D-Philadelphia) expressed concern that the legislation would violate federal regulations 
regarding child labor laws. Chairman Mario Scavello (R-Monroe) noted that the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and 
Industry said the legislation in compliance with federal law and noted that several other states have similar laws in place. 

House Professional Licensure Committee 
10/16/13, 9:30 a.m., Room B-31, Main Capitol 
By Jason Gottesman 

The committee met to consider bills. 

SB 732 Tomlinson, Robert - (PN 764) Amends the Board of Vehicles Act providing protections for franchised new vehicle 
dealers from unfair treatment by vehicle manufacturers. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as 
amended. 

A03594 by Harhart, was said to incorporate language the dealers and manufacturers agreed to regarding reimbursement 
rates and vendor provisions in the bill. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A letter in support of Senate Bill 732 was submitted to the committee. 

HB 1425 Gillespie, Keith - (PN 1859) Amends the Cosmetology Law adding a new section providing a school of cosmetology 
shall be recognized and authorized as an institution of postsecondary education if it meets the following conditions: the 
school admits as regular students only those individuals who are either beyond the age of compulsory education or have a 
high school diploma or a diploma based on passing general educational development (GED) tests or their equivalent; and 
the school is licensed by name and authorized by the Department of State and the Cosmetology Board to offer one or more 
training programs beyond the secondary level. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

HB 1426 Gillespie, Keith - (PN 1860) Amends the Barbers’ License Law adding that a barber school shall be recognized and 
authorized as an institution of postsecondary education if the school admits as regular students only those individuals who 
are either beyond the age of compulsory education or have a high school diploma or a diploma based on passing general 
educational development (GED) tests or their equivalent; and the school is licensed and authorized by the department 
and the board to offer one or more training programs beyond the secondary level. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as committed. 

Letters in support of House Bills 1425 and 1426 were submitted to the committee. 

House Local Government Committee 
10/16/13, 10:15 a.m., 39 East Wing 
By Kimberly Hess 
The committee held an informational meeting on HB 1719 Gingrich, Mauree - (PN 2400) Amends Titles 8 (Boroughs and 
Incorporated Towns) and 44 (Law and Justice) consolidating The Borough Code; making revisions concerning definitions, 
applications, certificates, eligibility, collection of taxes, appointments and incompatible offices, council’s powers, specific 
powers, preparation of plans and specifications and contracts, assessments, removal of elected official and appointee, 
recreation board and authority, ordinances and resolutions; making an editorial change; and making a related repeal. 
Effective in 60 days. 
Rep. Gingrich remarked this bill is the result of many years of work and a tremendous amount of diligence from all the 
stakeholders. 

Mike Gasbarre, executive director of the Local Government Commission (LGC), explained that the legislature enacted 
Act 43 last year, which was an extensive rewrite of the Borough Code, but opted not to put the code into the consolidated 
statutes at that time. He said this bill marks an effort to consolidate the code and includes a number of changes that have 
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been determined to be needed in the year since Act 43 was enacted. He remarked on the advantages of consolidating the 
code, noting by way of example that the multiple bid limit bills considered in recent years could have been done in one bill 
had the statutes been consolidated. 

Gasbarre then provided an overview of the following substantive changes in the bill: 
• Section 200: Adds the definition of "freeholder" that emphasizes that a freeholder is a person that has continuous and 
permanent possession and ownership of property in relation to eligibility to sign a petition for borough incorporation 
• Section 801(b): At the request of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs (PSAB), provides that a trustee of a 
charter school, similar to that of a school director, would be ineligible for elected borough office. 
• Section 902: References the Local Tax Collection Law, added by Act 115 of 2011, to permit a municipal governing body and 
the county commissioners to provide, by agreement, for the county treasurer to collect all taxes levied by the municipality 
when there is a vacancy in the office of tax collector. 
• Section 904.1: Added to specify that elected borough officials may only be removable through current Constitutional 
means - impeachment, by the Governor for reasonable cause upon two-thirds vote by the Senate, or by the court upon 
conviction of misbehavior in office or for conviction of an infamous crime. The Constitutional procedures do not impact quo 
warranto proceedings in which a person's qualification for office may be challenged. 
• Section 1104: At the request of PSAB, a prohibition on elected or appointed borough officials from being compensated for 
serving on a board, commission, or an agency created by the borough is removed. 
• Paragraph 1104(f)(3): Prohibits a borough resident from seeking elected borough office when that resident is employed as 
a police officer or firefighter in a municipality that has a contract with the borough to provide police or fire services. 
• Paragraph 1121(a)(5): Restores pre-Act 43 language that was inadvertently removed that again would give council the 
right to determine employment hours for police officers. 
• Section 1202(60)(ii): Permits boroughs to purchase, use, own, operate, and control natural gas works. This language was 
requested by PSAB on behalf of the Borough of Chambersburg. 
• Section 21A06: Clarifies that resolutions may not be used to levy assessments against benefited property for public 
improvements. Such assessments will now be accomplished through the passage of an ordinance. 
• Section 2456(b)(3): For consistency with other Code provisions relating to borough contracts, adds the phrase "and 
responsible" to the phrase "lowest qualified bidder." 
• Section 2708: At the request of PSAB, removes subsection (b) of Section 2708, added by Act 43, which restricts council 
from delegating the power to maintain accounts and expend funds to the recreation board. 
• Paragraph 3301.1(b)(5): Clarifies that imposing assessments on benefited property will be done by ordinance. 
• Section 3301.2(a)(2) and (c): Specifies that proposed borough ordinances are to be maintained in the borough office or 
place where borough records are kept rather a vague reference to keeping such proposed ordinances in a "place in the 
borough." 
• Section 3301.2(b)(2): Permits boroughs to electronically submit copies of adopted ordinances to the county law library or 
the office in the county where ordinances are retained 
Regarding the amendment to section 902, Chairman Harper asked how legislation recently passed by the House that 
authorizes collection of taxes by the executor of the estate would be affected. Gasbarre noted that legislation amended the 
tax law and said the provision in HB 1719 is merely a matter of reference to existing law. 

Rep. Mirabito asked if paragraph 1121(a)(5) is still subject to collective bargaining. Gasbarre confirmed that is the case, but 
pointed out not all boroughs have collective bargaining agreements. 

Rep. Swanger asked about a borough with a population of 150, questioning if there is a population requirement to qualify as 
a borough. Gasbarre confirmed there is a population requirement of 500 to qualify, but that goes back to a specified date. 
Rep. Swanger than suggested Gasbarre explain the difference between a township and borough for those members who 
may not be aware. Gasbarre explained the key difference is that the two municipality types operate under different laws. He 
said they have different taxing powers and structures, different responsibilities, different population densities, and townships 
are generally rural and responsible for roads. 

Chairman Freeman asked about the change regarding keeping records at a place in the borough. Gasbarre explained the 
need for that change became clear in an instance where no one knew where that place was. He confirmed ordinances are 
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submitted to the county law library after they are enacted and that the law does not prevent records from being stored at a 
secretary’s home, as is done in some boroughs. He emphasized the point is that an acknowledgement of the location would 
be required. 

Rep. Mirabito asked if it is problematic for people to keep borough records in their homes. Gasbarre noted some boroughs 
do not have a municipal building in which to keep records. Ed Troxell, executive director of PSAB, added that records could 
be kept in a public library or police lock up but those are not always present. He said it is most important to simply have a 
dedicated location. Chairman Harper remarked the bill is an improvement on the current situation, but it does not solve the 
problem. 

Rep. Kim said she would like to discuss the bill with the boroughs in her district and asked when the committee expects to 
vote on the bill. Chairman Harper said the committee will next meet on November 20, and the bill could be voted at that time. 
She also noted PSAB’s involvement with its member boroughs. 

Rep. Knowles indicated he, too, would like to speak with his boroughs before the vote. 

Before concluding, Gasbarre suggested the bill be amended to include a reference to Act 217 of 1963, which requires a 
permit to be issued to businesses holding a “fire sale.” He said many boroughs are unaware that such a permit is required 
and the inclusion of such a reference would be helpful. 

Troxell then provided brief remarks on the bill, noting that the issue had been worked on for years but it has been found a 
few corrections are needed. He also pointed members to PSAB’s website, which has a lot of useful information. 

He offered the following suggestions for the committee’s consideration: 
• Section 901 (Vacancies): Clarify that a resignation is effective when the borough council accepts the resignation at a duly 
advertised public meeting. 
• Section 1202 (46) (Investments for public works): reference to "for its own municipal purposes" needs to be removed to 
conform with the addition of Section 1202(60)(ii). 
• Section 131S(a)(4) (Capital improvements for certain public service facilities): reference to "for its own municipal purposes" 
needs to be removed to conform with the addition of Section 1202(60)(ii). 
• Section 2701(e) (Recreation) and Section 1302 (Tax Levy): Currently, boroughs are allowed to levy a special purpose 
millage tax for recreation purposes. However, the reference to the tax is in Chapter 27 and not under Section 1302 with the 
other nine special purpose taxes. We suggest listing the special purpose tax for recreation under Section 1302 (10) and 
simply reference that power in Section 2701(e). 
Regarding section 901, Chairman Harper asked what would happen if council never formally accepted the resignation. 
Ron Grutza, regulatory affairs coordinator for PSAB, noted the proposal is based on case law, but after a bit of back and 
forth it was conceded by PSAB and LGC that language may be problematic and needs to be addressed. Chairman Harper 
suggested the LGC and PSAB examine the timelines of the Municipal Planning Code. Chairman Freeman pointed out a 
council may choose to use the vacancy to its advantage and no accept the resignation. 

Rep. Painter noted the he serves on a number of nonprofit boards and it is customary for those boards to vote to accept a 
resignation, but he pointed out a resignation cannot be voided by simply choosing not to accept it. He indicated he would be 
more comfortably if the language provided for council to announce a vacancy instead of accepting it. 

Gasbarre indicted the LGC will look at the suggestions made for section 1202 (46) and section 131S(a)(4), indicating that 
may be a consistency issue. Troxell confirmed this language already exists in code but is being moved to another section in 
order to make the code more “user friendly.” 

Chairman Harper concluded the meeting by reiterating that the bill will likely be considered on November 20. She asked that 
members submit any concerns they may have before that date and asked the boroughs to look at the language regarding 
resignations. 
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House Rules Committee 
10/16/13, 3:10 p.m., Majority Leader’s Conference Room 
By Jason Gottesman 

The committee met to consider HB 493 Gabler, Matt - (PN 771) Amends the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, in capital 
facilities, further providing for review of applications for redevelopment assistance capital projects (RACP). Stipulates 
guidelines for the review process, for notifications, and for the acceptance of grants. Requires the office to establish guidelines 
concerning the administration of and approval process for redevelopment assistance capital projects. The legislation would 
increase the portion that would be allowed for housing and infrastructure by $25 million. Effective immediately. (Prior Printer 
Number: 515) - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

Chairman Mike Turzai (R-Allegheny) said the legislation passed the Senate 49-0 and the House with only two negative 
votes. He noted the changes made by the Senate identify capital itemization and make references to other laws more 
specific. 

House Transportation Committee 
10/16/13, 3:40 p.m., Room 205 Ryan Office Building 
By Mike Howells 

The committee met to consider bills. 

HB 1341 Murt, Thomas - (PN 1735) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 263 over the Pennypack Creek, 
Borough of Hatboro, Montgomery County, as the SP4 Robert Preston Ruttle, Jr., Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - 
The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

SB 851 Smucker, Lloyd - (PN 909) Act designating a bridge to be constructed on that portion of State Route 222 over the 
Amtrak rail lines in the City of Lancaster, Lancaster County, replacing the Lititz Pike Bridge, as the Thaddeus Stevens 
Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

HB 1596 Kirkland, Thaddeus - (PN 2187) Act redesignating Concord Road (S.R. 3007) in Chester Township, Delaware 
County, as Judge Robert A. Wright Memorial Road. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

HB 1599 Donatucci, Maria - (PN 2194) Act designating a bridge on that portion of S.R. 3019 over the Schuylkill River, City 
of Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, as the Honorable Robert C. Donatucci Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill 
was unanimously reported as committed. 

HB 1410 Reed, Dave - (PN 1838) Act designating the interchange of US Route 119 and US Route 22 in Burrell Township, 
Indiana County, as the Staff Sergeant Glen H. Stivison, Jr., Memorial Interchange. Effective immediately. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as amended. 

A03314 by Micozzie, makes technical corrections. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

HB 1665 Reed, Dave - Act designating a portion of State Route 4007 in the Borough of Indiana, Indiana County, as the 
James Nance Memorial Highway. Effective immediately. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

SB 546 Solobay, Timothy - (PN 510) Act designating the bridge carrying State Route 88 over the Ten Mile Creek connecting 
Jefferson Township, Greene County, and East Bethlehem Township, Washington County, as the Lieutenant General William 
M. Keys Bridge. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

HB 1431 Grove, Seth - (PN 1862) Act designating the bridge on State Route 3072, Hanover Road, near its intersection with 
State Route 3092, Lake Road, in Spring Grove Borough, York County, as the Corporal Luke S. Runyan Memorial Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 
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A03856 by Micozzie, combines the contents of HB 1432, 1433, 1434 and 1435 into the bill. The amendment was unanimously 
adopted. 

SB 277 Vogel, Jr., Elder - (PN 182) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) to allow those legally operating a commercial vehicle for two 
years prior to the application for a CDL license to have the CDL licensing test waived. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as amended. 

A03952 by McGeehan, makes technical corrections. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee 
10/16/13, 9:15 a.m., 39 East Wing 
By Kimberly Hess 

The committee met to consider HR 503 Clymer, Paul - (PN 2480) Resolution strongly urging the President of the United 
States to immediately reopen the National World War II Memorial. 

A03917 by Barrar, asks that all monuments dedicated to veterans be opened. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

Chairman Steve Barrar (R-Delaware) pointed out that the WWII monument was paid for with private contributions, not tax 
dollars, and lamented that veterans have had to tear down barricades in order to see their monument during the government 
shutdown. 

Minority Chairman Chris Sainato (D-Lawrence) echoed the chairman’s comments and also noted the negative economic 
impact of the monuments being closed and the potential for vandalism when monuments are left unattended. 

Rep. Mark Gillen (R-Berks) remarked it appears more effort, energy, and expense has been put into denying access than 
leaving the monuments open. He commented survivors are coming from great distances to see the monument and the trip 
is often their last opportunity to visit the memorial. 

Rep. RoseMarie Swanger (R-Lebanon) rhetorically asked how many veterans are going to the monument the only time in 
their life before passing away and are finding it barricaded. She opined this is a “travesty.” 

Chairman Barrar commented the youngest surviving WWII veteran is likely in his late 80s. 

Rep. Rick Saccone (R-Allegheny) added most memorials are open air and he never sees a park ranger on the premises, 
thus it is more effort to close them off than to keep them open. 

Rep. Bill Kortz (D-Allegheny) added his support, pointing out that next month marks the 150th anniversary of the Gettysburg 
Address and “it would be a shame” if Gettysburg is closed at that time. 

Chairman Barrar noted the committee will next meet on October 21, at 11:30 a.m. in B31 Main Capitol to consider HB 1205 
and possibly a bill by Rep. Karen Boback (R-Luzerne). 
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Senate Urban Affairs and Housing Committee 
10/16/13, 10:15 a.m., Hearing Room 1, North Office Building 
By Kati Lawson 
The committee held a public hearing on the Downtown Location Act and possible changes made to the Act by SB 830. 
SB 830 Argall, David - (PN 904) Amends the Downtown Location Law further providing for the power and duty of the 
Department of General Services to develop guidelines regarding the location of all new office facilities in downtown locations 
by requiring that the guidelines also consider compatibility with the economic revitalization plan for the downtown area; 
local zoning ordinances; the likelihood of natural disasters and preventative and emergency response measures thereto; 
and comments from existing public and private sector organizations committed to community, downtown revitalization and 
historic preservation to be identified by the department of community and economic development. Effective in 60 days. 

Chairman Argall said he remembered spending six years working on the Downtown Location Act before it was passed. He 
said he heard it has been making good things happen in the realm of job development in large and small cities. Chairman 
Argall pointed out that the legislation increased coordination between the Department of General Services, main street 
managers, and historical groups and he was looking forward to receiving an update on its progress. 

Chairman Brewster said he is anxious to hear testimony on a topic he finds interesting as a former mayor of McKeesport. 

Sheri Phillips, Secretary, Department of General Services (DGS), testified that her department is pleased with the work 
Chairman Argall has done to maintain and revitalize Pennsylvania’s downtown and business districts. She said the economic 
downturn and years of lean budgets have forced state agencies to evaluate how they can efficiently and cost effectively 
deliver services to their clients. “Agencies are relying less on storefronts and bricks-and-mortar and moving towards 
internet and mobile technology-based solutions,” stated Sec. Phillips. “These changes have engaged the Commonwealth 
to maintain a smaller state workforce, while still carrying on the critical functions of government.” She said her department 
is critically reviewing every one of the leases held by the state. For example, Sec. Phillips said the number of state leases 
has gone from 520 in 2011 to 481 today. “Additionally, we have cut the amount of unneeded leased space by 450,000 
square feet for an annual savings of $7.6 million,” stated Sec. Phillips. She said she is supportive of the Downtown Location 
Act because it maintains and increases the economic viability of communities that are experiencing economic problems. 
Sec. Phillips explained DGS is also looking to help municipalities by offering historic properties at a discount as long as the 
buyer preserves the historic façade of the property. She said she believes any future changes to the Downtown Location 
Act should be made through policy updates with input from stakeholders instead of by statute. Sec. Phillips said she is 
critical of the proposed legislation because it “does not take into account situations where there may be a singular overriding 
factor that makes locating in a downtown location prohibitive or disadvantageous.” She said half the guidelines in the 
proposed legislation would not apply to small communities in rural counties. Sec. Phillips said it is important that downtown 
be defined and said DGS has been working with the Pennsylvania Downtown Center regarding recommendations on the 
Commonwealth’s policy. 

Bill Fontana, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Downtown Center (PDC), said he and PDC believe the law is beneficial 
to the economy of the Commonwealth’s traditional business districts, the service needs of residents, and the long-term 
sustainability of communities. Fontana thanked Chairman Argall for prioritizing the downtown areas of the Commonwealth 
and making them a priority with DGS. He said his testimony would focus specifically on the requirement that DGS consult 
local revitalization organizations before making local decisions. “We believe that the Commonwealth should and must be 
a partner in the economic and physical revitalization of our core communities,” said Fontana. “The opportunity to confer 
with the local revitalization program should provide DGS with much needed input to assist them with making these local 
decisions.” Fontana explained that at a recent meeting of Main Street and Elm Street managers, all of them said they had 
not been consulted by DGS concerning local decisions related to a DGS supported office. He proposed that DGS be allowed 
to amend their policy to allow them to contact PDC to set up meetings and consultations with local community managers. 
“I am reluctant to state that I think the law should name a specific organization, so allowing DGS to amend its policies and 
name PDC in those policies seems to make more sense,” clarified Fontana. He said he would also like to see a policy 
similar to the Federal government’s “Good Neighbor Policy” that allowed the General Services Administration to participate 
financially in supporting the improvement of districts added to the legislation. 

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+830&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R329&STA=PA
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131016TY.PDF
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131016TX.PDF


continued from previous page

continued on next page18

Chairman Argall thanked the testifiers and told Sec. Phillips he has files from twelve years ago when the committee 
considered many different definitions for the term “downtown” and he would be happy to share that information with her. 

Sen. Vogel applauded Sec. Phillips for cutting office space to save the state money. He asked her how many National Guard 
armories are currently for sale. Sec. Phillips said eleven National Guard armories are for sale at the present time. 

On the bill, Sec. Vogel asked which of the guidelines would work for rural versus urban counties. Sec. Phillips said the 
majority of the guidelines will not be applicable to every property leased by the state. 

Sen. Vogel expressed his agreement with Fontana that state buildings in downtown areas make a huge difference to 
communities because the high number of employees revitalizes cities. Chairman Argall agreed, saying the owner of a men’s 
clothing store near his first district office thanked him because people coming to the office stopped at his store and gave 
him business. 

Sen. Kitchen asked if the plan for the use of buildings is being made without local consideration. Fontana responded by 
saying the responses from Main Street and Elm Street managers across the Commonwealth said they were not consulted, 
but because many community and municipality organizations exist, it is possible there is some local consideration. Sec. 
Phillips said before buildings are “surplused” DGS contacts the Representatives and Senators from the area as well as 
talking to people in the communities. 

Sec. Phillips explained DGS needs special legislation every time they make a decision to surplus properties. She asked 
for flexibility and said DGS should create its own policy. Fontana clarified by noting the difference between years ago when 
leases were being sought versus today when downsizing is occurring. Sec. Phillips said combining space and services of 
different departments is helping DGS downsize property. 

Chairman Argall said he shares an office with Rep. Mike Tobash (R-Schuylkill) in downtown Pottsville which saves tax 
dollars. He asked for data on the number of state-owned office locations and the percentage that are in downtown areas. 
Sec. Phillips said she could get those numbers for the committee but it is hard to determine the percentage of offices in a 
downtown area because downtown has never been defined. 

Chairman Argall pointed out that the legislation was written to increase downtown jobs. He asked what key factors DGS 
uses to make decisions in procuring or maintaining a lease. Sec. Phillips said due to the economic downturn, cost is the 
number one factor. She pointed out that DGS has not been looking at new leases because the budget is so tight. 

Chairman Brewster, speaking from his experience as a mayor, said he remembers being frustrated because when state-
owned or federal offices moved in and out of his city he could never figure out who was making the decisions. “I think we 
need to make the search for continuing or moving leases a little more comprehensive,” stated Chairman Brewster. “There 
are a lot of communities that could use these facilities so workers can get there easily and people utilizing the services can 
also get there easily.” Fontana said the law does not focus on large cities but on third class cities in the Commonwealth. Sec. 
Phillips said she would be happy to answer any questions on leases that Chairman Brewster might have. 

Chairman Argall said he hopes the legislation can be a factor in emphasizing traditional downtown areas in Pennsylvania. 
He said he would like to see data on the number of jobs in downtown areas that exist because of the Downtown Location 
Act. 
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Senate Education Committee 
10/16/13, 9:30 a.m., Room 8E-B East Wing 
By Rachel Hursh 

The committee met to consider bills. 

HB 1424 Clymer, Paul - (PN 1940) Amends the Public School Code adding a new section allowing each school entity, 
beginning with school year 2015-2016, to offer instruction in the Holocaust, genocide and human rights violations to students. 
The instruction shall be integrated within the social studies and language arts courses of study required in accordance with 
State Board of Education regulations. Instruction may also be also integrated into other appropriate courses of study. The 
Department of Education shall establish curriculum guidelines no less than 12 months after the effective date of this section. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 1858) - The bill was unanimously reported as committed. 

SB 847 Greenleaf, Stewart - (PN 900) Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, to require the 
Secretary of Education to publish on the Department of Education’s website, for informational purposes, the “Guidance 
on Constitutionally Protected Prayer in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools” published by the federal Department 
of Education. The department may also put on its website any other information it deems relevant to this purpose and the 
legislation requires the department to direct school districts to publish the same information on their websites as well. School 
districts are also required to annually update district students and families on where they can find this information. Effective 
immediately. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 

Sen. Greenleaf (R-Montgomery) explained that the bill follows the US Department of Education’s standards for the posting 
of religious expression guidelines on public school district websites. He stated the intent is simply to educate people on what 
is and is not permitted in public school districts. 

A03807 by Greenleaf, was described as changing the parameters of the measure to require the state Secretary of 
Education to direct public school districts to post the guidelines, but it will not be an additional mandate. The amendment 
was unanimously adopted. 

SB 873 Wiley, Sean - (PN 1163) Amends the Public School Code adding the Dyslexia Screening Pilot Program Law, which 
establishes a Dyslexia Screening Pilot Program to provide evidence-based early screening and evidence-based intervention 
services for children with risk factors for dyslexia, such as low phonemic awareness. The Department of Education shall 
create the program and pilot it in at least three school districts that meet the criteria outlined in the bill. The program shall 
operate for three full school years and evaluate the effectiveness of evidence-based early reading assistance programs for 
children with risk factors for dyslexia and to evaluate whether those programs can reduce future special education costs. 
The bill outlines responsibilities of the department and school districts. Effective immediately. - The bill was passed over. 

Chairman Mike Folmer (R-Lebanon) explained that the legislation amends the Public School Code to establish a dyslexia 
screening pilot program. He noted that the state Department of Education expressed interest in working with Sen. Wiley on 
the issue, and for that reason the bill was delayed at the request of the Senator. 

SB 874 Vance, Pat - (PN 969) Amends the Public School Code, in community colleges, to provide for the appropriation of 
operating and capital costs by local sponsors for a community college that is sponsored by one or more school districts, 
has an enrollment head count in excess of 20,000 and consists of more than four campuses that are approved by both the 
Department of Education and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as committed. 

SB 1085 Smucker, Lloyd - (PN 1356) Amends the Public School Code providing for a comprehensive charter school reform, 
including provisions for powers of charter schools, for charter school requirements, for powers of board of trustees, for 
establishment of charter schools, for annual reports and assessments, for causes for nonrenewal or termination and for 
various other provisions applicable to charter schools. Grants higher education institutions the power to authorize charter 
schools. Requires compliance with open meetings and the state ethics law, annual independent audits, and provides for 
increased reporting and disclosure requirements. Institutes requirements for the Department of Education in developing an 
appropriate and acceptable evaluation system. Section 1733-A of the act is effective immediately; the remainder is effective 
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in 60 days. - The bill was reported as amended with Senators Rob Teplitz (D-Dauphin) and Daylin Leach (D-Montgomery) 
voting in the negative. 

A03930 by Smucker, was offered to address a number of changes to the original proposal. The amendment was unanimously 
adopted. 

Speaking on both the amendment and the underlying bill, Sen. Lloyd Smucker (R-Lancaster) said “This bill is nothing short 
of a comprehensive overhaul of the charter school law in Pennsylvania that has been in place for some time.” He explained 
that he believes charter schools are a good option for students and parents across the Commonwealth but there is a need 
to ensure that the charter schools are quality schools providing quality education to students. 

Sen. Smucker explained that the basis for SB 1085 was Senate Bill 1 from last session. He referenced many accountability 
measures that were included in the legislation, including measures for charter schools to comply with open records and 
ethics acts and increased reporting, including an annual independent audit of each school. In addition, the measure includes 
a provision for the development of a matrix by the Department of Education that will establish how to evaluate the charter 
and cyber charter schools. Also included is language that clarifies that cyber charters are held to the same performance 
standards as public schools. 

In addition, Sen. Smucker continued, the bill includes a new concept which would provide for an authorizer other than a local 
school district. Specifically, a four-year university in Pennsylvania may partner with a charter school or be an authorizer for 
the charter school. He mentioned that several other states have established similar scenarios in recent years leading to top 
quality schools in those locations. 

In addressing the funding of cyber and cyber charter schools, Sen. Smucker explained that the legislation “…eliminates 
the so called pension double dip that school districts and others have been asking for. This is done by removing the state 
reimbursement line-item in the state General Fund that goes to charter schools and cyber charters.” In addition, he said, “…
we reduce the funding provided by school districts to cyber charters. We keep the 363 form currently in place, the method 
for calculating the funding per student…but then we reduce that amount by five percent. So that 363 will continue to be 
calculated so then the school district would pay 95 percent of that amount.” 

Lastly on summarizing the amendment and the bill, Sen. Smucker noted that the charter term for the initial approval would 
be for a five-year period, and renewals would be based on the performance of the charter school. He said a charter school 
that meets the performance criteria developed in the matrix would be eligible to have their re-approvals extended for a ten-
year period rather than five years. 

Minority Chairman Andy Dinniman (D-Chester) thanked Sen. Smucker for his hard work on the bill and asked for clarification 
on the reductions in funding to charter schools that is provided by public school districts. Sen. Smucker explained that 
because of not needing to account for bricks and mortar, cyber charter schools would receive five percent less in funding 
under the proposal. Chairman Dinniman inquired about the removal of the pension double dip and the savings to public 
schools with the elimination. Sen. Smucker explained that the removal, which is currently about a $65 million line-item in the 
General Fund, accounts for about three percent of the funding the charter schools and cyber charter schools receive. He 
noted it is removed for the General Fund. 

In response, Chairman Dinniman noted a major funding difference between SB 1085 and the House Bill 618, and asked 
how public school districts will save money. Sen. Smucker said they do not save aside from the reduction to cyber charter 
schools, and clarified that public schools will continue to pay the amount calculated under the 363. 

Chairman Dinniman asked if HB 618 has language to eliminate the double dip. Admitting he hasn’t spent a lot of time 
studying HB 618, Sen. Smucker shared that he believes “…it would eliminate the double dip in a different way by changing 
the 363 calculation to allow the schools districts to take reductions for their pension costs.” He continued to explain that to 
his knowledge HB 618 would keep in place the General Fund line-item. He noted that conceivably the $65 million General 
Fund line-item, although a separate decision, could be added to basic education funding. 

Further, Sen. Smucker mentioned that the amendment provides for the establishment of a commission that would further 
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study the cost of charter and cyber charter schools. He explained that the commission would be charged with ascertaining 
the actual cost of educating a student through a charter school and cyber charter school education and developing a formula 
based on those costs rather than the cost of the school district. 

Next, Sen. Teplitz (D-Dauphin) inquired about language in the bill that would require school districts to pay for the education 
of a child in a charter school who is too young to be educated in the public school district. He expressed concern that 
the language could be interpreted in a way that would require public school districts that do not have a pre-K or full 
day kindergarten programs to provide payment for a student in a pre-K or kindergarten charter school. Committee staff 
responded that is contingent on what is in the service agreement. 

Sen. Teplitz continued, stating “…school districts that are not receiving an ADM (average daily membership) for a student 
would have to pay for students coming out of the woodwork that they would not otherwise be factored into the schools 
districts budget, and is it creating a requirement of pre-K and kindergarten that doesn’t already exist.” 

Sen. Smucker said he was unsure if there is anything in the bill that changes the way that is calculated and reassured Sen. 
Teplitz he would look into it and get back to him with an answer. 

Sen. Teplitz also commented on the elimination of the double dip, stating the portion being eliminated is the state’s cost and 
not the school district’s cost. Sen. Smucker confirmed. 

Further, Sen. Teplitz inquired about specific language outlining funding for cyber charter schools that indicates they receive 
the lesser of the median of the amount to be paid by all the districts. He commented that amount seems different from the 
actual cost of educating a student in a cyber charter school. Sen. Smucker agreed and noted the median language was 
replaced in the amendment, “…so every school district will save at least five percent, but that doesn’t get us to what actual 
costs are for cyber charter or brick and mortar charter and that’s the purpose of the commission.” 

Sen. Teplitz also noted that the bill removes the requirement on charter school applications that the school show how it 
would be innovative and a model for traditional public schools. He said “I was surprised by that elimination because as I 
recall the whole point of charter schools was to create innovation.” Sen. Smucker shared that he wasn’t aware that it was 
eliminated, and mentioned a number of changes to the requirements needed in the applications process. He assured Sen. 
Teplitz he’d review and get a concrete answer. 

Sen. Robert Tomlinson (R-Bucks) shared his intrigue regarding the university initiative included in the legislation, and asked 
“Would the university be limited in the number of charter schools they would be allowed to have and would those charter 
schools have to be located within a proximity to the university? Are there any controls or guidelines for these universities 
that have these charter schools?” Sen. Smucker stated that the bill as currently written would allow any four-year university 
to authorize a charter school. 

Sen. Tomlinson asked if the university would be required to offer a teaching degree or if any four-year university could 
participate. Sen. Smucker responded the proposal does not include such parameters but he is open to suggestions. He 
shared that there has been a lot of discussion in recent days on that particular component of the bill and how the language 
will be tightened. Specifically, several ideas for additional criteria have been mentioned including only permitting universities 
that offer a master’s or doctorate in education, or perhaps based on the proximity of the main campus. He assured Sen. 
Tomlinson that work is being done on that issue and his intent would be to further amend prior to final passage of the bill. 

Chairman Dinniman, speaking on the bill, reiterated that it is a work in progress and thanked Sen. Smucker and Chairman 
Folmer for their efforts to move such a difficult issue forward. He expressed concern with several aspects of the bill that 
need to be addressed before final passage, including the loss of local control and the removal of the requirement that charter 
schools be centers of innovation. In addition, Chairman Dinniman suggested that the truancy language in the bill be stronger, 
and said “What is occurring now is there are hundreds, perhaps thousands of kids that are truant in Pennsylvania…and if 
a school district takes action against a truant student the parents are smart enough to enroll in a cyber charter school and 
then get a computer as a gift.” He also commented that right-to-know language regarding the management company of the 
charter schools was stronger in a previous charter school bill that “the Senate went to the mat on two years ago.” 
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Sen. Teplitz also thanked Sen. Smucker and Chairman Folmer for tackling the issue and shared his want for charter school 
reform. He suggested merging elements of the Senate and House Bills to create a stronger bill, and the need to further 
address funding in the bill. He said, “Until the local school districts aren’t penalized financially for making a decision to 
authorize a charter school then it is hard to take the authorization power away from them.” 

Sen. Tomlinson stated he didn’t vote for the original charter school because he didn’t like the way it was funded and he has 
concerns about this bill. He said he would vote to proceed, but would not support the legislation in final form as currently 
written. 

Sen. Jake Corman (R-Centre) expressed concern with a number of the components in the bill including the arbitrary nature 
of the reduction to charter schools, but said it is time to focus on what can pass and “not what we want.” 

House Health Committee  
10/16/13, 12:00 p.m., Room 60 East Wing 
By Kati Lawson 

The committee met to consider several bills. 

HB 1642 Quinn, Marguerite - (PN 2265) The Patient Test Result Information Act provides for definitions and requires an 
entity providing a diagnostic imaging test shall, by mail, furnish to the patient or the designee a notice that the services have 
been provided with the results sent to the patient’s physician. The form of notice is provided for and exceptions are granted 
for certain fetal ultrasounds and inpatient tests. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 

A03940 by Baker, was said to mandate the inspection of records as a part of the annual inspection process instead of 
requiring a separate inspection by the Department of Health (DOH). The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A03828 by Fabrizio, was described as adding a complaint process within DOH if medical facilities fail to give patients notice 
of their test results. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A03831 by Fabrizio, was said to mirror federal regulations under the Mammography Quality Standards Act and would 
ensure patients receive full information from their test results. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A03943 by DeLissio, was described as updating the bill language that currently reads “physician” to read “healthcare 
practitioner.” The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A03945 by DeLissio, was said to establish an “opt-in” provision for patients who can decide whether they want to receive 
their test results after the physician receives the results. The amendment failed on a party-line vote with Republicans voting 
in the negative. 

Rep. DeLissio said the amendment does not contain the language she submitted. She explained her amendment had 
nothing to do with opting in or out of receiving test results. Rep. DeLissio said her amendment would require doctors to notify 
patients when their results are received, therefore creating a communication channel so patients will know to contact their 
doctors whenever they have a test procedure done. 

Rep. John Lawrence (R-Chester) pointed out a grammatical error in the amendment and recommended it be reprinted and 
offered on the floor. 

Rep. Glen Grell (R-Cumberland) asked why a health care practitioner would send patient information that the report was 
received instead of sending a summary of the report itself. Rep. DeLissio said sending a summary could be seen as 
burdensome for the provider, as well as being hard to read by the average person. Rep. Grell said he would be more 
supportive of the amendment if it sent the summary to the patient. 

Whitney Krosse, Executive Director of the committee, said the summary would be copied and pasted from the physician’s 
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report and would therefore not place a burden on the health care practitioner. 

Rep. Marguerite Quinn (R-Bucks) said she appreciated the research done by Rep. DeLissio but she disagrees with the 
amendment, saying it guts the intent of the bill to deliver information directly to patients. Rep. Quinn said the summary is 
already part of what is sent to the proscribing physicians and the summary should not scare patients because the doctors 
receive the same information. 

Rep. Mary Jo Daley (D-Montgomery) asked how the bill would not add burden or cost to the radiology community. Rep. 
Quinn said she had a letter from the Pennsylvania Radiological Society that said there would be no additional work if the 
bill passed. 

Rep. Daley said she shares Rep. DeLissio’s concern with the bill because she has worked in an administrative function in a 
health-related system and she understands how technical and difficult to understand medical test results can be. 

Rep. Quinn explained the bill was introduced in the two previous sessions and she introduced it this year because she has 
first-hand knowledge of individuals who died because their test results were not communicated to them properly. “The bill 
inserts a safety net in terms of communication,” stated Rep. Quinn. “The summary of the test results will be sent directly to 
the patient by way of hard copy, fax, or electronically after it is sent to the proscribing physician.” 

Rep. Bryan Cutler (R-Lancaster) thanked Rep. Quinn for her work on the bill and raised the issue of contemplating technology 
and not asking hospitals to do backwards work in relation to the bill requirements. Rep. Quinn said hospitals have been 
neutral on the bill and that she is more than willing to work with Rep. Cutler on the bill. 

Rep. DeLissio asked if an x-ray is a diagnostic image as well and if it is included in the bill. Rep. Quinn said an x-ray is not 
typically used for a cancer diagnosis. Rep. DeLissio said she does not understand why x-rays are excluded from the bill. 
Rep. Quinn said the specific reason for its exemption is that it was not brought to her attention as a direct cause of missed 
diagnosis. Rep. DeLissio asked Rep. Quinn to broaden the language to adapt as technology evolves. 

Rep. Cutler clarified his point by saying more radiological exams are diagnostic x-rays that were typically not used as cancer 
screenings. He said he guessed that there are a larger number of exams not directly related to cancer so therefore it is more 
important to get the results of the cancer-related exams to patients. 

Rep. DeLissio asked how the three-month timeframe was determined. Krosse said it was done with numerous meetings 
with radiologists who said within their own protocol the three-month timeframe was utilized. 

Rep. DeLissio asked if Rep. Quinn would request funding for the bill in the next budget cycle. Rep. Quinn said Chairman 
Baker’s amendment to the bill remedies that problem. She said the fiscal note on the bill would be minimal if anything. 

A03951 by Fabrizio, was said to clarify language in Rep. DeLissio’s amendment to refer to health care practitioners instead 
of providers. The amendment failed on a party-line vote with Republicans voting in the negative. 

HB 1649 Murt, Thomas - (PN 2271) Amends Title 5 (Athletics & Sports) adding language amending section 2104 relating to 
the requirement that a physician to be present at every professional wrestling contest or exhibition. Allows the promoter and 
the operator of the arena or facility to employ a certified nurse practitioner or a physician. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as amended. 

A03835 by Baker, was said to add physician assistants to the list of individuals that could monitor professional wrestling 
events. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

Chairman Baker said the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) and Professional Wrestling Association 
are in agreement with the bill and the amendment. 

Rep. Gary Day (R-Lehigh) asked if there is any opposition to the amendment. Chairman Baker said the Pennsylvania Medical 
Society opposes both the amendment and the bill because it believes a neurologist should be on hand at professional 
wrestling events. 
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Rep. Day asked the difference between sporting events and exhibitions. Krosse said a physician must be present at 
professional wrestling. She explained promoters and organizers are having trouble finding physicians who will sit on the 
sidelines and verify injuries and provide first aid at professional wrestling events. Krosse said the purpose of the bill is to 
open up to other medical professionals who have training to supervise these events 

HB 1567 Scavello, Mario - (PN 2116) The Pertussis Education Act requires certain hospitals to disseminate information 
relating to pertussis education and imposes duties on the Department of Health. Effective in 60 days. - The bill was 
unanimously reported as amended. 

A03851 by Fabrizio, was said to update the bill to reflect the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommendation that 
children receive an additional Pertussis vaccine at age 11. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

A03855 by Baker, was said to add the Pertussis vaccine to part of the prenatal schedule for pregnant women who will 
receive information on the Pertussis vaccine at their first prenatal visit. The amendment was unanimously adopted. 

House Aging and Older Adult Services Committee 
10/16/13, 9:30 a.m., Room 205 Ryan Office Building 
By Jeff Cox 
The committees conducted an informational meeting on legislation authorizing the Department of Aging to license and 
inspect community respite services programs. 
HB 1702 Ross, Chris - (PN 2378) The Community Respite Services Program Act provides for definitions and legislative 
findings and prohibits any person from maintaining, operating, or conducting a community respite services program without 
having a license issued by the Department of Aging. A license shall only be provided after the department inspects the 
program and makes a determination as to its fitness. The criteria for the determination are provided in the legislation, 
including determinations to be made by Area Agencies on Aging. The department has the power to develop necessary 
regulations. Effective in 180 days. 

Rep. Chris Ross (R-Chester), prime sponsor of the legislation, said, “The genesis of this legislation was my observation of 
the program that was active in my district in the Kennett Area Senior Center that has been running for a number of years and 
seemed to be very successful.” He described the program as “essentially a transitional program for some of the seniors in 
our community who were becoming a bit fragile but had not gotten to the point where they were deteriorated to the degree 
where they felt comfortable and inclined to go to a licensed Adult Day Center.” Rep. Ross explained that the program was 
popular and was doing well in his district but when it was being considered as a model for other programs, the Department 
of Aging became concerned that there should be some standards. He said that at the suggestion of Aging Secretary Duke 
a task force was created to address the issue. Rep. Ross told the committee members, “I believe we have a piece of 
legislation that now represents the general consensus achieved by that task force.” 

Sec. Brian Duke, Pennsylvania Department of Aging, explained that “community respite services programs would provide 
services for individuals who need more than the normal scope of services offered at senior centers but not the full level of 
attention provided by licensed Adult Day Centers.” He told the committee, “House Bill 1702 will provide Senior and Adult 
Day Centers with the ability to offer a transitional program for participants who are independent but may need some limited 
assistance with activities of daily living.” Sec. Duke further explained that the legislation is the result of recommendations 
made by a task force consisting of the department, the Pennsylvania Adult Day Services Association, the Pennsylvania 
Association of Senior Centers, representatives from Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) and various adult day and senior 
centers in southeastern Pennsylvania. He said the regulations will address client eligibility requirements, the application 
process, program monitoring, oversight, and recordkeeping requirements. Sec. Duke added, “In the event an individual 
becomes ineligible for services, the regulations will spell out a process to transition the individual to another level of service 
such as in-home services, an Adult Day Care Center, assisted living, nursing home care or another available resource.” He 
described the community respite program as “an affordable tool that may allow older individuals tom maintain independence 
and dignity in their communities while also providing assurance to their loved ones that they are safe.” Sec. Duke concluded, 
“The program provides another option for consumers and their families to live well and remain at home for as long as 

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1567&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R176&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/13R/AMD/H2116A03851.PDF
http://www.ctbpls.com/www/PA/13R/AMD/H2116A03855.PDF
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1702&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_member.com?13R158&STA=PA
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131016TW.pdf


continued from previous page

continued on next page25

possible.” 

Noting the increase in the number of inspections, Rep. Swanger asked Sec. Duke if the department is able to handle the 
extra responsibilities. Sec. Duke responded that the department believes a collaborative effort between the department and 
the area agencies on aging will be able to handle it. 

Rep. Mentzer asked Sec. Duke to explain what he means when using the term “affordable”. Sec. Duke responded, “The 
program will be limited to private pay and we believe it is an affordable option to most of our citizens.” 

Minority Chairman Samuelson wanted to know what category had the programs been evaluated before this legislation. Sec. 
Duke explained the program as it had existed was reviewed by the local area agency on aging as it reviewed the operations 
of the Senior Center. Minority Chairman Samuelson asked if Sec. Duke envisions the programs being located within a 
Senior Center or an Adult Day Center or if there would be some cases where the program would be located separately. Sec. 
Duke responded that it would be a transitional program within the existing centers. 

Rep. Brooks wanted to know if there are any income guidelines for participation in the program. Sec. Duke said he sees it as 
a “100 percent private pay program.” Rep. Ross added that the Senior Centers could give a better answer. He explained that 
the legislation attempts to provide as much flexibility as possible and said “it is not government funded at this point.” Rep. 
Brooks asked if it would be based on earned income or some other factor. Rep. Ross said the legislation does not say. Rep. 
Brooks asked if the local Senior Centers would determine the fee. Rep. Ross responded that entity that opted to develop 
one of these programs would determine it. Rep. Brooks wanted to know if a person has an income and have savings and 
investments is there anything that can disqualify them from participating in the program. Sec. Duke said they do not see any 
income eligibility right now. Rep. Brooks then asked about the inspection of the Senior Centers. Sec. Duke explained the 
department anticipates the regulations will define the program being reviewed. 

Rep. Pashinski asked what services will be provided for the cost. Rep. Ross responded that the legislation sets very broad 
guidelines and gives flexibility to the individual Senior Center to develop a program appropriate for the population they are 
serving. He added, “We are not prescriptive and we are not restrictive.” 

Rep. DeLissio wanted to know how long the program has been operating in Kennett Square. Sec. Duke said it has been over 
twenty years. Rep. DeLissio commented, “Right now our system of services for older Pennsylvanians is very fragmented 
and very siloed.” She expressed concern with setting up another program and another set of rules. Rep. DeLissio asked 
about the need to regulate this program. Sec. Duke described the call for flexibility as “a good one” and noted the need for 
the program. He added the regulation is about protecting the safety and welfare of Pennsylvania citizens. Rep. Ross said 
he introduced the legislation because there was a suggestion that the program in his district be closed. He explained that 
people and the families that were using the program were very concerned because their family members did not want to go 
to a fully licensed Adult Day Center. Rep. Ross asserted that he wants this program as an alternative which he describes as 
being “between no oversight and all and a more slightly higher expense and oversight of a fully licensed Adult Day Center.” 
He added he viewed it as a “stair step between different programs.” Rep. DeLissio expressed concern with the “grey areas” 
where a person has good days and bad days and how that would be monitored. Rep. Ross responded that the legislation 
contemplates having someone with frequent contact with the individual to monitor that person on an ongoing basis. 

Wanda Stonebraker, Director, Chester County Area Agency on Aging, testified that two area Senior Centers in her county 
“recognized a gap in services and took the initiative to develop a program to meet this identified need.” She said the Kennett 
Area Senior Center began offering the “Assisted Senior Program” over twenty years ago and the Downingtown Area Senior 
Center began the “Circle of Care” program in January of this year. Stonebraker explained how the community respite 
centers operate within a community senior center and provide opportunities to socialize with senior center members and 
participate in senior center activities. She added, “They also offer a choice for those seniors who may need just a bit more 
attention and where a family may feel more secure that they are not left alone while an adult child works and they are not 
so severely impaired as to need care in an Adult Day Center.” Stonebraker pointed out that the Area Agency on Aging has 
the option to deny a request in their service area to operate community respite center if it would be burdensome to that 
agency. She noted that in Chester County, her agency has taken the responsibility for monitoring these programs. According 
to Stonebraker, “House Bill 1702 will insure community respite centers will remain as part of the continuum of care choices 
available for seniors in Chester County and expand this option to other areas in the Commonwealth if it is appropriate and 
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needed within the community.” She concluded, “Adult Day Centers are not available in every community but Senior Centers 
are and this could assist in the expansion of cost efficient long term services and supports for older adults.” 

Crystal Lowe, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Association of Area Agencies on Aging (AAA), told lawmakers that her 
association worked with the task force but the association has not taken a position on the legislation. She explained that 
it has been a pilot program that has existed in only one community and the AAA has been looking at it. Lowe pointed out 
the 600 Senior Centers in Pennsylvania do follow department guidelines by they are not regulated. She also explained the 
differences between Senior Centers and Adult Day Centers. Lowe expressed concern that under the current language in 
the bill other organizations could develop a program. She said her group will be watching the legislation very carefully and 
will continue to be available as it works its way through the legislative process. 

Chairman Hennessey asked if any other Senior Center has developed a similar program. Lowe said she did not know of 
any others. Chairman Hennessey wanted to know about the difficulty for AAAs to monitor a specific program. Stonebraker 
explained that the legislation addresses the issue of AAAs who do not feel they have the capability to monitor a program. 
She said if an AAA does not want to do it then the Department of Aging would do monitor the program. 

Rep. Pashinski asked if the people taken care of in a Senior Center would qualify for assisted living. Stonebraker said it 
would be highly likely but the major issue is cost. She described assisted living as “very, very expensive.” Rep. Pashinski 
wanted to know how much a person is charged who currently uses the program. Stonebraker said she does not know the 
exact cost and suggested asking the directors of the two centers. She added she believes the charge is by the hour. Rep. 
Pashinski asked about the monitoring of participants in the current programs. Stonebraker explained that there is a person 
in each Senior Center who evaluates participants on a daily basis and keeps a daily log. She said she then monitors the 
programs. 

Rep. DeLissio expressed concern with the provision in the bill allowing the monitoring and oversight entity to have full and 
free access to the records of a program and to the clients and fully opportunity to interview, inspect or examine such clients. 
She wanted to know what the provision means. Stonebraker responded that it would not include medical records. She said it 
essentially would be an interview with the person who is attending to see what their level of comprehension is and a look at 
the daily logs compiled by the staff. Stonebraker pointed out there is a physician certification that is needed prior to coming 
into the program. 

Rep. Brooks commented that she shares Rep. DeLissio’s concern about that particular language in the bill. She also 
expressed concern with Senior Centers getting entangled in the regulations and becoming more burdened than they already 
are. 

Chairman Samuelson asked about the different levels of service at a Senior Center, an Adult Day Center and the community 
respite program and whether they are all private pay. Lowe responded that there is no cost to attend a Senior Center 
program so those programs are often supported through AAA block grants, community fundraising, and some specialized 
activities that may have fees. She said the community respite program would be private pay just like assisted living. Lowe 
explained that Adult Day Care is generally supported through medical assistance funding and can be reimbursed through 
different insurance companies as well as private pay. She further explained that cost depends on whether it is a social day 
care or a medical day care. 

Rep. English asked about the risk of a reduction in the number of Senior Centers. Stonebraker responded that the legislation 
is not about the Senior Centers. She said it is about the separate community respite center which would be a separate area 
within the Senior Center. 

Anita O’Connor, Director, Kennett Area Senior Center, told the committee that the program was started in 1985. She explained 
the program was designed to address persons with mild physical or cognitive impairments and provide cognitive, physical 
and emotional stimulation as well as socialization with their peers in a safe environment. O’Connor said one of the guiding 
principles of the program is “the dignity of inclusion.” She described the program as “very successful in Kennett Square.” 

William Pierce, President, Pennsylvania Association of Senior Centers (PASC), told committee members, “A key goal of 
the community respite program is to foster an environment of inclusion rather than seclusion.” He added, “A fundamental 
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aspect of this goal is to encourage the participant’s engagement in as many traditional programs and services as possible; 
offering everything, forcing nothing.” Pierce commented, “The feeling of inclusion fosters a positive environment and a 
positive experience and supports the self-reliance of the individuals enrolled.” He argued, “The creation of community 
respite services programs allows Senior Centers to support the individuals and families they serve while also addressing the 
critical need to stabilize their funding by introducing consistent revenue streams.” According to Pierce, “Mindful collaboration 
and deliberative cooperation between Senior Centers, Adult Day Centers, the local AAAs and the department is paramount 
to the success of community respite services programs.” He went onto say, “Strategic partnerships between Senior Centers 
and Adult Day Centers would strengthen the social service network and promise smooth transitions from community respite 
services programs to these more advanced levels of care.” 

O’Connor and Pierce had several family members from their respective Senior Centers discuss the importance and the 
effectiveness of the community respite services programs. 

Russ Jirik, Policy Committee Chair, Pennsylvania Adult Day Services Association (PADSA), offered an overview of some 
of PADSA’s concerns with the bill in its current form. He said that the bill as written proposes to open the program to 
anyone who wants to initiate a community respite program. Jirik commented, “PADSA would encourage that licensure 
and regulations create strict standards of qualification for who which to prove community respite programs and consider 
carefully that part of the intent of these programs are to provide transition, not create additional free standing programs.” 
He also recommended that only the Department of Aging should be responsible to monitoring the programs which he said 
“will create the most uniformly of oversight, keeping with the recommendations for uniformity set forth by CMS for Medical 
Assistance programs.” Jirik suggested that if an Area Agency on Aging chooses not to be the agent of oversight within its 
service area there should be no community respite program licensed to operate within that AAA service area. He also told 
lawmakers that “PADSA believes that Senior Center staff/volunteers throughout the Commonwealth need training adequate 
to insure that proper referral is made to community respite programs. Jirik also expressed concern with the discharge 
procedure outlined in the legislation. He provided the committee with specific changes in House Bill 1702. Jirik pointed out 
that “although senior centers will be able to operate the new community respite program within their existing centers, unless 
the Adult Day Services Center regulations are addressed, Adult Day Services will not be able to operate the new program 
within our existing centers.” 

The written testimony was submitted by Downingtown Area Senior Center.
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NEW LEGISLATION
HB 1527 Evankovich, Eli (R) 
(PN 2037) Amends Title 62 (Procurement), in contract clauses and preference provisions, to provide an additional chapter 
providing for the Steel and Blast Furnace Slag Aggregates Act, which requires the Department of Transportation to develop 
uniform standards in the use of slag aggregates in highway construction. The bill also requires department approval of 
the use of materials and suppliers as well as requires uniform inspection. The legislation outlines permitted uses of slag 
aggregates by contractors and provides for notice, restrictions, and prohibitions on the use of slag aggregates. Effective in 
60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - Received and referred to Senate State Government 
 
HB 1686 Sims, Brian (D) 
(PN 2496) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations) redefining “marriage” as a civil contract between two people who enter into 
matrimony and repealing language that prohibits marriage between persons of the same sex. The bill shall not be construed 
to compel a religious sect to perform same-sex marriages; and marriages performed legally outside Pennsylvania shall be 
recognized by the Commonwealth. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Introduced and referred to committee on House Judiciary 
 
HB 1725 Mackenzie, Ryan (R) 
Act providing for school-to-work pilot programs; establishing the CareerBound Program; providing for a tax credit; and 
imposing powers and duties on the Department of Labor and Industry. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
HB 1767 Bishop, Louise (D) 
(PN 2497) Amends Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 44 (Law and Justice) regulating neighborhood watch groups; 
imposing powers and duties on the Pennsylvania State Police; establishing a fund; and making an appropriation. Title 18 
is amended to include a definition for the offense of vigilantism. Title 44 is amended to include a chapter providing for the 
licensure, certification, and regulation of neighborhood watch groups, to be overseen by the Pennsylvania State Police. The 
State Police shall establish a statewide training program and make the program available to municipal law enforcement 
agencies to train neighborhood watch group manager. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Introduced and referred to committee on House Judiciary 
 
HB 1768 Aument, Ryan (R) 
(PN 2498) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) defining the offense of disrupting proceedings of house of worship and 
grading the offense as a misdemeanor of the third degree. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Introduced and referred to committee on House Judiciary 
 
HB 1769 Hickernell, David (R) 
(PN 2499) Amends the Liquor Code further providing for responsible alcohol management by adding that unless successfully 
completed prior to being hired, all alcohol service personnel shall be required to complete the seller or server training within 
30 days of being hired by a licensed establishment. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Introduced and referred to committee on House Liquor Control 
 
HB 1770 Daley, Peter (D) 
Amends Title 3 (Agriculture) providing for labeling of genetically engineered food. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
HB 1772 Harper, Kate (R) 
Amends the Deputy Sheriffs’ Education & Training Act further providing for title & defs.; renaming the Board & its duties; 
continuing education; training requirement; revocation of certification; county reimbursement. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
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HB 1773 Ross, Chris (R) 
(PN 2420) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) redefining the offense of homicide by vehicle while driving under influence and 
providing for grading and sentencing. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
HB 1774 Reese, Mike (R) 
Amends the Liquor Code, in distilleries, wineries, bonded warehouses, bailees for hire and transporters for hire, further 
providing for limited wineries. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
HR 506 Metzgar, Carl (R) 
(PN 2494) Resolution recognizing the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Rabbit Breeders Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Introduced as noncontroversial resolution 
 
HR 507 Godshall, Robert (R) 
(PN 2495) Resolution designating October 21, 2013, as “Biomedical Research Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Introduced as noncontroversial resolution 
 
HR 508 Neuman, Brandon (D) 
Resolution designating October 26, 2013 as “Make a Difference Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
HR 509 Haggerty, Kevin (D) 
Resolution recognizing Patrol Officer Eugene J. Ruddy of Dunmore Borough, Lackawanna County, for his record of service 
to this Commonwealth. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
HR 511 Cohen, Mark (D) 
Resolution requesting the members of the PA Congressional Delegation to carry to their respective chambers the PA 
General Assembly’s fervent hope that a speedy resolve to this impasse be reached. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
HR 512 Cohen, Mark (D) 
Resolution designating the month of October 2013 as “National Disability Employment Awareness Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Filed 
 
SB 1024 Rafferty, John (R) 
(PN 1235) Amends Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) further providing for definitions 
relating to possession of firearm or other dangerous weapon in court facility, for arson and related offenses and for sentences 
for second and subsequent offenses; and providing for sentencing for aggravated arson offenses. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - Received and referred to House Judiciary 
 
SB 1042 Vance, Pat (R) 
(PN 1432) Amends the Clinical Laboratory Act to grant the Department of the Commonwealth the authority to promulgate 
requirements regarding the inspections of clinical laboratories when it becomes time for permit licensure or license renewal. 
The legislation also places restrictions on the actions of currently licensed clinical laboratories and provides the department 
the ability to levy fines for enumerated violation. Effective immediately. (Prior Printer Number: 1278) 
Oct 16, 2013 - Received and referred to House Health 
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SB 1114 Ward, Kim (R) 
(PN 1490) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) further providing for municipal housing code avoidance by replacing 
the term “housing” with “building” throughout the section and providing for grading of second or subsequent (changed from 
fourth or subsequent) offenses. Municipal building code avoidance shall constitute a misdemeanor of the first degree when 
the offense is based on three or more convictions of violations of the same subsection under a municipal building code 
relating to the same property. The bill provides for penalties. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Filed 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Judiciary 
 
SR 227 Pileggi, Dominic (R) 
(PN 1481) Resolution designating the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Pro Bono Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 228 Argall, David (R) 
(PN 1482) Resolution designating October 17, 2013, as “Lights on Afterschool! Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 229 Tartaglione, Christine (D) 
(PN 1483) Resolution recognizing the month of October 2013 as “Breast Cancer Awareness Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 230 Tartaglione, Christine (D) 
(PN 1484) Resolution designating October 2013 as “National Physical Therapy Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 231 Greenleaf, Stewart (R) 
(PN 1485) Resolution designating October 17, 2013, as “Conflict Resolution Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 232 Greenleaf, Stewart (R) 
(PN 1486) Resolution recognizing October 21, 2013, as “Biomedical Research Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 233 Vance, Pat (R) 
(PN 1491) Resolution designating the week of November 11 through 15, 2013 as “Forensic Nurses Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 234 Schwank, Judy (D) 
(PN 1492) Resolution recognizing the week of October 20 through 26, 2013 as “Hospital and Health-System Pharmacy 
Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 235 Solobay, Timothy (D) 
(PN 1493) Resolution designating October 26, 2013 as “Make a Difference Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Filed 
 
SR 236 Alloway, Richard (R) 
(PN 1494) Resolution designating the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Respiratory Care Week” in Pennsylvania 
and commending respiratory therapists for their outstanding contributions to health care. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Filed 

 



31

SR 237 Alloway, Richard (R) 
(PN 1495) Resolution recognizing October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Adopt a Shelter Pet Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Filed 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS
 
HB 79 Harper, Kate (R) 
(PN 58) Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution increasing the retirement age for justices, 
judges, and justices of the peace from 70 to 75. Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative 
sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Signed in the House 
 
HB 162 Benninghoff, Kerry (R) 
(PN 159) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in adoption, providing as an exception to the requirement an original birth 
certificate in an adoption be kept private to require the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the Department of Health to disclose, 
at the written request of an adoptee, the original or amended certificate of birth of the adoptee in accordance with the Vital 
Statistics Law. Effective April 25, 2014 or in 60 days, whichever is later. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Children and Youth 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Children and Youth 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Removed from the table 
 
HB 397 Keller, Mark (R) 
(PN 1942) The Agritourism Immunity Act provides for limited immunity from personal injury with inherent risks for persons 
that sponsor farm-related tourism activities if: (1) The person is an operator of an agritourism activity; and (2) The notice 
regarding immunity is conspicuously posted in at least two locations on the premises. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer 
Number: 407) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Removed from the table 
 
HB 493 Gabler, Matt (R) 
(PN 2493) Amends the Capital Facilities Debt Enabling Act, in capital facilities, further providing for review of applications 
for redevelopment assistance capital projects (RACP). Stipulates guidelines for the review process, for notifications, and for 
the acceptance of grants. Requires the office to establish guidelines concerning the administration of and approval process 
for redevelopment assistance capital projects. The legislation would increase the portion that would be allowed for housing 
and infrastructure by $25 million. The legislation itemizes projects under the program. Effective immediately. (Prior Printer 
Number: 515, 771) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Final Passage by a vote of 49 YEAS 0 NAYS 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Received as amended in House and rereferred HRULES 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Rules 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Re-reported on concurrence as committed HRULES 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-House concurred in Senate amendments by a vote of 194 YEAS 0 NAYS 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Signed in the House 
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HB 494 Boback, Karen (R) 
(PN 516) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) providing for the offense of failure of duty to report disappearance of a 
child under 14 years of age. The offense is graded as a third degree felony. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Final Passage by a vote of 195 YEAS 2 NAYS 
 
HB 530 Clymer, Paul (R) 
(PN 573) The Flag Procurement Act requires all government agencies to procure only flags that are manufactured in the 
United States. A flag is manufactured in the United States if a substantial majority of the principal components are assembled 
into the final product in the United States. Contract documents for the procurement of flags shall contain a provision that 
the flags procured by the government agency shall be manufactured in the United States. A person who willfully violates 
the provisions of this act may be prohibited by the government agency from participation in contracts awarded by the 
government agency for a period of five years from the date of the determination that a violation has occurred. Effective in 
60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House State Government 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House State Government 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 890 Brown, Vanessa (D) 
(PN 1423) Amends Pawnbrokers License Act providing for hold orders and related procedures when an appropriate law 
enforcement official has probable cause to believe that property in the possession of a pawnbroker is misappropriated. Also, 
provides for definitions and methods to identify the pledger. The pawnbroker shall keep property taken as a pledge for no 
less than 90 days before the pawnbroker is allowed to sell the pledge. Violators’ licenses to operate may be suspended for 
up to five years from the date of conviction. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 1031) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Removed from the table 
 
HB 976 Fleck, Michael (R) 
(PN 1117) The Correctional Officers Bill of Rights Act details legislative intent to provide standards to protect the rights 
of correctional officers during certain investigations by the Department of Corrections. The bill provides for pertinent 
definitions, for restrictions and rights during an interrogation into officer conduct, for prompt action on a decision relating 
to an investigation. The bill further provides for restrictions on the ability of a correctional officer to be polygraphed, be 
threatened with adverse employment action, or disclose certain information. The bill provides for applicability, the ability 
of an officer to file a civil suit under certain conditions, the impact of collective bargaining agreements, and for when a 
suspension may be imposed. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Labor and Industry 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Labor and Industry 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1285 Cutler, Bryan (R) 
(PN 2429) Amends the Administrative Code, creating the State Geospatial Coordinating Board to provide advice and 
recommendations to the Governor and the citizens of the Commonwealth on geospatial issues. Allows for the replacement 
of board members until an alternate one can be appointed. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 1647) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Removed from the table 
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HB 1296 Sabatina, John (D) 
(PN 2422) Amends Title 18 (Crimes & Offenses) establishing the offense of home invasion and providing for mandatory 
minimum sentences. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 1658) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Removed from the table 
 
HB 1341 Murt, Thomas (R) 
(PN 1735) Act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 263 over the Pennypack Creek, Borough of Hatboro, 
Montgomery County, as the SP4 Robert Preston Ruttle, Jr., Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1408 Brown, Vanessa (D) 
(PN 1836) Amends the Public School Code further providing for the Office of Safe Schools giving the office the power to 
conduct firearm safety education classes in the elementary school grades. The legislation details required aspects of the 
course curriculum. Effective in 180 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1410 Reed, Dave (R) 
(PN 1838) Act designating the interchange of US Route 119 and US Route 22 in Burrell Township, Indiana County, as the 
Staff Sergeant Glen H. Stivison, Jr., Memorial Interchange. Effective immediately. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1411 Christiana, Jim (R) 
(PN 1839) The School District Web Accountability and Transparency (SchoolWATCH) Act provides definitions and requires 
the Pennsylvania Department of Education to develop implement and maintain a single, searchable, website to be called 
SchoolWATCH by December 31, 2014. The bill provides exact details of what is to be included on the website and exempts 
records not subject to disclosure under the Right-to-Know Act. The public shall be able to access and aggregate information 
from the website at no cost. The legislation requires school district cooperation with the department in formulation of the 
website and provides penalties for noncompliance. A report is required. Effective immediately. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1424 Clymer, Paul (R) 
(PN 1940) Amends the Public School Code adding a new section allowing each school entity, beginning with school year 
2015-2016, to offer instruction in the Holocaust, genocide and human rights violations to students. The instruction shall be 
integrated within the social studies and language arts courses of study required in accordance with State Board of Education 
regulations. Instruction may also be also integrated into other appropriate courses of study. The Department of Education 
shall establish curriculum guidelines no less than 12 months after the effective date of this section. Effective in 60 days. 
(Prior Printer Number: 1858) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Voted favorably from committee on Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Reported as committed from Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-First consideration 
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HB 1425 Gillespie, Keith (R) 
(PN 1859) Amends the Cosmetology Law adding a new section providing a school of cosmetology shall be recognized and 
authorized as an institution of postsecondary education if it meets the following conditions: the school admits as regular 
students only those individuals who are either beyond the age of compulsory education or have a high school diploma or a 
diploma based on passing general educational development (GED) tests or their equivalent; and the school is licensed by 
name and authorized by the Department of State and the Cosmetology Board to offer one or more training programs beyond 
the secondary level. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Professional Licensure 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Professional Licensure 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1426 Gillespie, Keith (R) 
(PN 1860) Amends the Barbers’ License Law adding that a barber school shall be recognized and authorized as an institution 
of postsecondary education if the school admits as regular students only those individuals who are either beyond the age 
of compulsory education or have a high school diploma or a diploma based on passing general educational development 
(GED) tests or their equivalent; and the school is licensed and authorized by the department and the board to offer one or 
more training programs beyond the secondary level. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Professional Licensure 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Professional Licensure 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1431 Grove, Seth (R) 
(PN 1862) Act designating the bridge on State Route 3072, Hanover Road, near its intersection with State Route 3092, 
Lake Road, in Spring Grove Borough, York County, as the Corporal Luke S. Runyan Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1481 Micozzie, Nicholas (R) 
(PN 2160) Amends the Insurance Company Law adding an article providing for risk management and own risk solvency 
assessment to require an insurer or insurance group to maintain a risk management framework and complete an own 
risk and solvency assessment (ORSA), set forth the requirements for filing an ORSA summary report with the Insurance 
Department, and provide for the confidential treatment of the ORSA, the ORSA summary report and other ORSA-related 
information. The legislation allows for a one-year compliance timeframe if certain ORSA standards are required. The bill 
provides for online filing as laid out in the legislation. The addition of section 354.7 shall take effect in 60 days; and the 
remainder of the act shall take effect July 1, 2015. (Prior Printer Number: 1933, 2062) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Received as amended in House and rereferred HRULES 
 
HB 1502 Ellis, Brian (R) 
(PN 1982) Amends the Child Labor Act to allow minors aged twelve years or older to enforce the rules of and supervise the 
participants of youth sporting event. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Labor and Industry 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Labor and Industry 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Removed from the table 
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HB 1512 Bloom, Stephen (R) 
(PN 1993) Amends the Public School Code, in certification of teachers, to waive the basic skills test for those students who 
already hold a Masters, Doctorate, or are enrolled in a post baccalaureate teacher preparation program; provide reciprocity 
for post baccalaureate programs from applicants who received certification from a state with similar standards, in order 
to permit the approval of certification applicants who complete alternative certification programs out of the state; require 
students to take the basic skills test prior to official entry into the teacher preparation program; provide students who attain 
a higher graduate degree without receiving a baccalaureate first with the ability to be certified; and remove the requirement 
for a health assessment as part of the certification process, but retain the requirement as part of the employment process. 
Effective immediately. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1513 Dunbar, George (R) 
(PN 2492) Amends the Local Tax Enabling Act, allowing local taxing authorities to levy a tax on the privilege of doing 
business in the jurisdiction of the local taxing authority if business transactions occur fifteen or more days in a year and/or 
the transactions occur through a base of operations in the jurisdiction of the levying local tax authority. Applies to taxable 
years beginning January 1, 2014. Effective immediately. (Prior Printer Number: 1994) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Final Passage by a vote of 182 YEAS 15 NAYS 
 
HB 1538 Miller, Ron (R) 
(PN 2053) Amends the PA Prevailing Wage Act, allowing municipalities to vote to exclude themselves from the Act. A 
municipality may elect to subject itself to the coverage of the Act as long as the election takes place at least four years after 
the prior removal vote. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Passed over in committee House Appropriations 
 
HB 1567 Scavello, Mario (R) 
(PN 2116) The Pertussis Education Act requires certain hospitals to disseminate information relating to pertussis education 
and imposes duties on the Department of Health. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Health 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Health 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1574 Killion, Thomas (R) 
(PN 2131) Amends the Health Maintenance Organization Act permitting an HMO that is organized by one or more corporations 
to operate as an LLC. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Commerce 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Commerce 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
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HB 1575 Killion, Thomas (R) 
(PN 2132) Amends Title 15 (Corporations and Unincorporated Associations), permitting the organization of limited liability 
companies (LLC) that are organized by one or more corporations for the sole purpose of operating an HMO. Effective in 60 
days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Commerce 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Commerce 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1584 Causer, Martin (R) 
(PN 2166) Amends Titles 30 (Fish) and 34 (Game) adding that waterways conservation officers and deputies (in Title 30) 
and enforcement officers (in Title 34) have the discretion to issue written or verbal warnings in lieu of making arrests or 
issuing citations. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Final Passage by a vote of 197 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HB 1596 Kirkland, Thaddeus (D) 
(PN 2187) Act redesignating Concord Road (S.R. 3007) in Chester Township, Delaware County, as Judge Robert A. Wright 
Memorial Road. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1599 Donatucci, Maria (D) 
(PN 2194) Act designating a bridge on that portion of S.R. 3019 over the Schuylkill River, City of Philadelphia, Philadelphia 
County, as the Honorable Robert C. Donatucci Memorial Bridge. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1623 Emrick, Joe (R) 
(PN 2237) Amends the Public School Code further providing for evaluation of applications for certification by adding that 
a teacher preparation program approved by the Department of Education shall not require a student to obtain a passing 
score on an assessment administered pursuant to 22 Pa. Code 49.18 (relating to assessment) as a condition of graduation 
or include the student’s score on the assessment as a component of a student’s grade in any course, provided that the 
assessment of professional knowledge and practice may be included as a component of a student’s student teaching grade. 
Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
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HB 1632 Knowles, Jerry (R) 
(PN 2430) Amends Title 35 (Health and Safety) providing for employment rights of members of volunteer emergency service 
organizations and for tax credits for employers of employee-volunteers; and makes a related repeal. It is unlawful for the 
Commonwealth, a political subdivision, or a private employer to discriminate against or refuse to hire or employ an individual 
because the individual is a member of a volunteer emergency service organization. The bill provides for time lost and 
establishes an emergency response tax credit for for-profit employers that permit an employee-volunteer to leave work in 
response to an emergency call or to respond to an emergency call prior to the start of work. A training leave of absence 
tax credit is also established for for-profit employers who permit an employee-volunteer to take a paid leave of absence in 
order to participate as a student or instructor in training appropriate to the volunteer emergency services organization. The 
bill also provides for emergency response and training leave of absence for employees of the commonwealth or a political 
subdivision. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 2248) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-1 Floor amendment(s) adopted 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Second consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Over in House 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Rereferred to House Appropriations 
 
HB 1642 Quinn, Marguerite (R) 
(PN 2265) The Patient Test Result Information Act provides for definitions and requires an entity providing a diagnostic 
imaging test shall, by mail, furnish to the patient or the designee a notice that the services have been provided with 
the results sent to the patient’s physician. The form of notice is provided for and exceptions are granted for certain fetal 
ultrasounds and inpatient tests. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Health 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Health 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1649 Murt, Thomas (R) 
(PN 2271) Amends Title 5 (Athletics & Sports) adding language amending section 2104 relating to the requirement that a 
physician to be present at every professional wrestling contest or exhibition. Allows the promoter and the operator of the 
arena or facility to employ a certified nurse practitioner or a physician. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Health 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Health 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
HB 1656 Corbin, Becky (R) 
(PN 2276) Act repealing the Consent for Treatment of Breast Disease Act of 1984, which requires physicians to obtain 
informed consent from patients for treatment of breast disease. Effective immediately. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Second consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Rereferred to House Appropriations 
 
HB 1665 Reed, Dave (R) 
Act designating a portion of State Route 4007 in the Borough of Indiana, Indiana County, as the James Nance Memorial 
Highway. Effective immediately. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
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HB 1672 Miller, Ron (R) 
(PN 2428) The State Agency Green Technology Implementation Act provides for the testing of new, environmentally beneficial 
and energy efficient technologies within various state agencies. The secretary of the Department of General Services is 
authorized to direct a state agency, with the approval of the governor, to test certain technology, products or processes that 
promote energy conservation or efficiency on a trial basis. The testing agency shall maintain records, proprietary information 
is exempt from the Right to Know Law, and the testing period shall be 30-60 days. Acquisition of any technology, product 
or process for purposes of the test program shall not be deemed to be a purchase under the provisions of the Procurement 
Law. After the test period, purchases would be subject to the procurement law. Provides for the promotion of demand-side 
management and for penalties for displaying Commonwealth endorsement when no such proper endorsement exists. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 2298) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Second consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Rereferred to House Appropriations 
 
HB 1694 Baker, Matt (R) 
(PN 2353) Amends Title 44 (Law and Justice) to add the Pharmaceutical Accountability Monitoring System Act, which 
establishes the Pharmaceutical Accountability Monitoring System to reduce the abuse of controlled substances and fraud 
by providing a tool that will ensure that practitioners making prescribing decisions have complete and reliable information 
about what other prescription drugs have recently been prescribed to their patients. An advisory committee is established 
to provide input and guidance to the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs regarding the establishment of the system. 
A practitioner or a pharmacist shall not be required to pay a fee or tax specifically dedicated to establishment, operation or 
maintenance of the system. The department shall annually report to the legislature regarding the system. The bill abrogates 
a regulation and imposes penalties. The abrogation is effective 90 days after publication of notice in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin and the remainder of the act is effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-4 Floor amendment(s) adopted 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Over in House 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Second consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Over in House 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Rereferred to House Appropriations 
 
HB 1702 Ross, Chris (R) 
(PN 2378) The Community Respite Services Program Act provides for definitions and legislative findings and prohibits 
any person from maintaining, operating, or conducting a community respite services program without having a license 
issued by the Department of Aging. A license shall only be provided after the department inspects the program and makes 
a determination as to its fitness. The criteria for the determination are provided in the legislation, including determinations 
to be made by Area Agencies on Aging. The department has the power to develop necessary regulations. Effective in 180 
days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Informational meeting held House Aging and Older Adult Services 
 
HB 1706 Baker, Matt (R) 
(PN 2381) Amends Title 35 (Health & Safety), in emergency services, increasing the amount of various eligible loans 
to volunteer fire companies, ambulance service and rescue squads. The bill also adds that a volunteer fire department, 
volunteer rescue service, or a volunteer ambulance service would not be eligible for more than three agency loans at one 
time. In the event that two or more volunteer fire companies, volunteer rescue services, or volunteer ambulance services 
merge into one single entity, this entity would be eligible for no more than ten agency loans at one time for a period of ten 
years from the date in which they merged into one entity. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-1 Floor amendment(s) adopted 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Second consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Over in House 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Rereferred to House Appropriations 
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HB 1719 Gingrich, Mauree (R) 
(PN 2400) Amends Titles 8 (Boroughs and Incorporated Towns) and 44 (Law and Justice) consolidating The Borough 
Code; making revisions concerning definitions, applications, certificates, eligibility, collection of taxes, appointments and 
incompatible offices, council’s powers, specific powers, preparation of plans and specifications and contracts, assessments, 
removal of elected official and appointee, recreation board and authority, ordinances and resolutions; making an editorial 
change; and making a related repeal. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Informational meeting held House Local Government 
 
HR 425 Miller, Ron (R) 
(PN 2292) Resolution celebrating 25 years of successful recycling and urging the Department of Environmental Protection 
to review its recycling programs and report any recommendations for improvements. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 193 YEAS 4 NAYS 
 
HR 456 Simmons, Justin (R) 
(PN 2350) Resolution memorializing the Congress of the United States to establish a special committee to investigate and 
report on the National Security Agency’s surveillance program and recommend any necessary reforms to the Patriot Act or 
the conduct of the National Security Agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and any other agencies involved in this 
program. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House State Government 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House State Government 
 
HR 470 Pickett, Tina (R) 
(PN 2385) Resolution designating Wednesday, October 16, 2013 as “Pennsylvania Job Corps Day” in PA. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 482 Mirabito, Rick (D) 
(PN 2472) Resolution commemorating October 4, 2013, as “Manufacturing Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 483 Mundy, Phyllis (D) 
(PN 2473) Resolution designating October 2013 as “Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 487 Saylor, Stanley (R) 
(PN 2446) Resolution observing the month of October 2013 as “National Arts and Humanities Month” in PA. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 488 Wheatley, Jake (D) 
(PN 2447) Resolution designating the week of October 13 through 19, 2013 as “Homeless Children’s Awareness Week” in 
Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 489 Wheatley, Jake (D) 
(PN 2448) Resolution designating October 17, 2013 as “Lights on Afterschool ! Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 493 Benninghoff, Kerry (R) 
(PN 2452) Resolution designating November 1, 2013, as “Veterans, Record Your Discharge Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
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HR 494 Grell, Glen (R) 
(PN 2453) Resolution designating October 18, 2013 as “Conflict Resolution Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 495 Readshaw, Harry (D) 
(PN 2474) Resolution recognizing the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “National Massage Therapy Awareness 
Week” in Pennsylvania to honor the more than 7,500 licensed massage therapists in this Commonwealth. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 497 Watson, Katharine (R) 
(PN 2475) Resolution recognizing the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “National Teen Driver Safety Week” in 
Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 501 Causer, Martin (R) 
(PN 2478) Resolution designating October 2013 as “Down Syndrome Awareness Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 502 Miller, Ron (R) 
(PN 2479) Resolution designating the week of October 21 through 25, 2013, as “Juvenile Detention Centers Week” in 
Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
HR 503 Clymer, Paul (R) 
(PN 2480) Resolution strongly urging the President of the United States to immediately reopen the National World War II 
Memorial. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Veterans Affairs & Emergency Prepar 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Veterans Affairs & Emergency Prepared. 
 
HR 506 Metzgar, Carl (R) 
(PN 2494) Resolution recognizing the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Rabbit Breeders Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Adopted by a vote of 199 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
SB 24 Vulakovich, Randy (R) 
(PN 1444) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in child protective services, requiring the department to establish a 
statewide database of protective services cases involving reports of child abuse and children in need of general protective 
services. The bill provides for establishment of pending complaint file, Statewide central register and file of unfounded 
reports; for access to information in Statewide database; and further provides for information in statewide central register 
and for disposition of founded and indicated reports. The legislation also provides for electronic filing of child abuse reports. 
Effective January 1, 2014. (Prior Printer Number: 683) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Final Passage by a vote of 49 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
SB 28 Browne, Patrick (R) 
(PN 1421) Amends Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses), in assault, further providing for the offense of simple assault and for the offense 
of aggravated assault to include injury to a child; in offenses against the family, further providing for the offense of intentionally or 
knowingly endangering welfare of children; in falsification and intimidation, providing an offense for the offense of false reports of child 
abuse and an offense for intimidation or retaliation in child abuse cases. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 687) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Final Passage by a vote of 49 YEAS 0 NAYS 
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SB 29 Vance, Pat (R) 
(PN 1446) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in child probation services, defining “health care provider” and providing 
for mandatory reporting of infants by requiring a health care provider to immediately make a report if the provider is involved 
in the delivery or care of a child under one year of age who is born and identified as being affected by any of the following: (1) 
Illegal substance abuse by the child’s mother; (2) Withdrawal symptoms resulting from prenatal drug exposure; or (3) A Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder. The county agency receiving the report shall perform a safety assessment or risk assessment, 
or both, for the newborn and determine whether child protective services or general protective services are warranted and, 
upon receipt of the report: (1) Immediately ensure the safety of the child and determine whether emergency services are 
needed; (2) Physically see the child within 48 hours of receipt of the report; (3) Contact the parents of the newborn within 
48 hours of receipt of the report; and (4) Provide or arrange reasonable services to ensure the child is provided with proper 
parental care, control and supervision. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 688) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Final Passage by a vote of 49 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
SB 31 Fontana, Wayne (D) 
(PN 1430) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in child protective services, further providing extensively for definitions, 
adding that persons required to report suspected child abuse shall also notify the person in charge of the institution, and 
providing for reporting procedure by stipulating what information shall be reported. The bill also repeals provisions relating 
to definitions, school employees, administration, investigation, responsibilities of county agency for child protective services 
and report information. Effective January 1, 2014. (Prior Printer Number: 690, 1206) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Final Passage by a vote of 49 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
SB 277 Vogel, Jr., Elder (R) 
(PN 182) Amends Title 75 (Vehicles) to allow those legally operating a commercial vehicle for two years prior to the application 
for a CDL license to have the CDL licensing test waived. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
SB 358 Mensch, Bob (R) 
(PN 1448) The Breast Density Notification Act requires notification of breast density to be provided to patients who receive 
a mammogram. Effective in 90 days. (Prior Printer Number: 281) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-1 Floor amendment(s) adopted 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Second consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Over in House 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Rereferred to House Appropriations 
 
SB 379 Vance, Pat (R) 
(PN 1279) The Benevolent Gesture Medical Professional Liability Act states certain benevolent gestures shall be inadmissible 
as evidence of liability. This shall not apply to a communication, including an excited utterance, which also includes a 
statement or statements of negligence or fault pertaining to an accident or event. The bill provides for scope and definitions. 
Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer Number: 302) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Second consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Rereferred to House Appropriations 
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SB 391 Solobay, Timothy (D) 
(PN 433) Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) adding language allowing an individual who has committed offenses to 
petition the court for expungement of a criminal record if the crime is a misdemeanor of the third degree and the individual 
has not been arrested or prosecuted for seven years following the completion of the sentence or judicial supervision. Further 
provides this would not apply to an individual who has committed an offense punishable by more than one year in prison or 
has violated sections of the law pertaining to certain forms of assault, sexual deviancy, cruelty to animals, firearms offenses, 
alcohol offenses, criminal endangerment or any offense requiring the perpetrator to register under Title 42, section 9795. 
The legislation also allows for third degree assault and ungraded misdemeanors to be expunged. Effective in 60 days. (Prior 
Printer Number: 327) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Final Passage by a vote of 49 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
SB 444 Pileggi, Dominic (R) 
(PN 983) Amends the Right-to-Know Law to further provide for definitions and fee schedules for commercial requests 
for right-to-know requests. The bill increases the list of exceptions to include certain volunteer emergency response 
organizations and provides specific items that may be requested by inmates. The legislation also details what records are 
public and nonpublic, particularly noting that certain agency information such as bank account and routing numbers and other 
enumerated banking and employer tax information is nonpublic and certain safety inspection reports are public documents 
requestable under the law. The bill ensures that campus police departments are treated like local police departments under 
the law and requires the information to be provided in the format in which it is stored if stored in a specific computer file. The 
bill would allow agencies to request prepayment of record duplication if the costs would exceed $50. The legislation also 
provides for various appeal process and procedures while making editorial changes. Effective in 90 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Removed from meeting agenda for 10/21/13 Senate State Government 
 
SB 546 Solobay, Timothy (D) 
(PN 510) Act designating the bridge carrying State Route 88 over the Ten Mile Creek connecting Jefferson Township, 
Greene County, and East Bethlehem Township, Washington County, as the Lieutenant General William M. Keys Bridge. 
Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
SB 648 Alloway, Richard (R) 
(PN 1420) Amends Title 34 (Game), in enforcement, further providing for liability for actions of others by adding that a 
landowner who allows or grants permission to a person to take game or wildlife on the landowner’s property shall not be 
liable for an unlawful act committed by that person, if no payment or gratuity is required and the landowner does not willfully 
aid, abet, assist, attempt or conspire in the commission of the unlawful act. Effective immediately. (Prior Printer Number: 
641, 952) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Appropriations 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Final Passage by a vote of 197 YEAS 0 NAYS 
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SB 732 Tomlinson, Robert (R) 
(PN 764) Amends the Board of Vehicles Act providing protections for franchised new vehicle dealers from unfair treatment 
by vehicle manufacturers. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee as amended House Professional Licensure 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as amended House Professional Licensure 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Removed from the table 
 
SB 830 Argall, David (R) 
(PN 904) Amends the Downtown Location Law further providing for the power and duty of the Department of General 
Services to develop guidelines regarding the location of all new office facilities in downtown locations by requiring that the 
guidelines also consider compatibility with the economic revitalization plan for the downtown area; local zoning ordinances; 
the likelihood of natural disasters and preventative and emergency response measures thereto; and comments from existing 
public and private sector organizations committed to community, downtown revitalization and historic preservation to be 
identified by the department of community and economic development. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Discussed in public hearing Senate Urban Affairs and Housing 
 
SB 847 Greenleaf, Stewart (R) 
(PN 900) Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, to require the Secretary of Education to publish 
on the Department of Education’s website, for informational purposes, the “Guidance on Constitutionally Protected Prayer 
in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools” published by the federal Department of Education. The department may also 
put on its website any other information it deems relevant to this purpose and the legislation requires the department to 
direct school districts to publish the same information on their websites as well. School districts are also required to annually 
update district students and families on where they can find this information. Effective immediately. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Voted favorably from committee as amended Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Reported as amended Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-First consideration 
 
SB 851 Smucker, Lloyd (R) 
(PN 909) Act designating a bridge to be constructed on that portion of State Route 222 over the Amtrak rail lines in the City 
of Lancaster, Lancaster County, replacing the Lititz Pike Bridge, as the Thaddeus Stevens Bridge. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Voted favorably from committee on House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Reported as committed from House Transportation 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-Laid on the table 
 
SB 873 Wiley, Sean (D) 
(PN 1163) Amends the Public School Code adding the Dyslexia Screening Pilot Program Law, which establishes a Dyslexia 
Screening Pilot Program to provide evidence-based early screening and evidence-based intervention services for children 
with risk factors for dyslexia, such as low phonemic awareness. The Department of Education shall create the program and 
pilot it in at least three school districts that meet the criteria outlined in the bill. The program shall operate for three full school 
years and evaluate the effectiveness of evidence-based early reading assistance programs for children with risk factors for 
dyslexia and to evaluate whether those programs can reduce future special education costs. The bill outlines responsibilities 
of the department and school districts. Effective immediately. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Passed over in committee Senate Education 
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SB 874 Vance, Pat (R) 
(PN 969) Amends the Public School Code, in community colleges, to provide for the appropriation of operating and capital 
costs by local sponsors for a community college that is sponsored by one or more school districts, has an enrollment head 
count in excess of 20,000 and consists of more than four campuses that are approved by both the Department of Education 
and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Voted favorably from committee on Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Reported as committed from Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-First consideration 
 
SB 901 Eichelberger, John (R) 
(PN 1181) Amends Title 53 (Municipalities Generally), to establish an actual review process by the Department of Community 
and Economic Development before debt is incurred, and reform the current final approval step into a confirmation that the 
conditions in that preliminary review process have been followed; eliminate the ability to charge a fee for issuing a guarantee; 
limit the ability of municipalities to provide unlimited guarantees of other entities’ debts; amend the “self-liquidating” and 
“working capital” definitions to prohibit reimbursements for payments made under a guarantee or other non-project-related 
costs; allow DCED to retain the filing fees under the Local Government United Debt Act, earmarked for enforcement of 
LGUDA; and provide for fiduciary duty of advisers and penalties for false filings. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Recommitted to Senate Local Government 
 
SB 1068 Alloway, Richard (R) 
(PN 1348) Amends Title 34 (Game) lowering the acreage requirement for dog training areas from 100 acres to 50 acres 
minimum. Removes the requirement to obtain a special permit to lawfully trap and hunt furbearers on club grounds and adds 
language providing the hunting or trapping of furbearers or other protected game animals may only occur during seasons 
established by the Game Commission. Further provides a person may not hunt big game on a dog training area without 
permission from the permittee unless the area is conspicuously posted open to the public for big game hunting. Also adds 
language requiring a roadway, vehicle entrance or pedestrian pathway entering or bordering a dog training are to be posted 
prior to October 1 of each year with either a legible notice to warn a trespasser of the purpose of the area or by legible no 
trespassing signs endorsed by the permittee. Also requires the endorsement to note the purpose of the area. Also provides 
for unlawful acts. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Second consideration 
 
SB 1081 Eichelberger, John (R) 
(PN 1354) Amends the First Class Township Code to allow for ordinances to be filed with the county through electronic means 
as provided for in the legislation. The legislation allows for the county to store the ordinance electronically, but requires the 
township to maintain a printed copy of the ordinance on file. Failure to file an ordinance within the time constraints is not a 
defect causing failure of the ordinance to have effect. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Second consideration 
 
SB 1082 Eichelberger, John (R) 
(PN 1355) Amends the Second Class Township Code to allow for ordinances to be filed with the county through electronic 
means as provided for in the legislation. The legislation allows for the county to store the ordinance electronically, but 
requires the township to maintain a printed copy of the ordinance on file. Effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Second consideration 
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SB 1085 Smucker, Lloyd (R) 
(PN 1356) Amends the Public School Code providing for a comprehensive charter school reform, including provisions for 
powers of charter schools, for charter school requirements, for powers of board of trustees, for establishment of charter 
schools, for annual reports and assessments, for causes for nonrenewal or termination and for various other provisions 
applicable to charter schools. Grants higher education institutions the power to authorize charter schools. Requires 
compliance with open meetings and the state ethics law, annual independent audits, and provides for increased reporting 
and disclosure requirements. Institutes requirements for the Department of Education in developing an appropriate and 
acceptable evaluation system. Section 1733-A of the act is effective immediately; the remainder is effective in 60 days. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Voted favorably from committee as amended Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Reported as amended Senate Education 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-First consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Rereferred to Senate Appropriations 
 
SB 1116 Washington, LeAnna (D) 
(PN 1425) Amends Title 23 (Domestic Relations), in child protective services, to substantially revise sections on reviewing, 
investigating, and reporting child abuse. The legislation details the requirements of a multidisciplinary review team and a 
multidisciplinary investigative team, who are tasked with different functions when looking into suspected child abuse by a 
perpetrator. The bill removes current sections relating to the investigation of reports of child abuse. The bill requires the 
county agency to ensure the safety of a child upon a direct report of child abuse and requires the county agency to directly 
contact the Department of Public Welfare in such instances. The legislation further provides for procedure when there is 
a report of suspected child abuse sent to the county agency referred by the department Also detailed are investigative, 
notification, and social services procedures. Effective January 1, 2014. (Prior Printer Number: 1411) 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Laid out for discussion 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Third consideration 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Final Passage by a vote of 49 YEAS 0 NAYS 
 
SR 222 Browne, Patrick (R) 
(PN 1452) Resolution designating October 2013 as “Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Press conference held 
 
SR 227 Pileggi, Dominic (R) 
(PN 1481) Resolution designating the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Pro Bono Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 228 Argall, David (R) 
(PN 1482) Resolution designating October 17, 2013, as “Lights on Afterschool! Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 229 Tartaglione, Christine (D) 
(PN 1483) Resolution recognizing the month of October 2013 as “Breast Cancer Awareness Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 230 Tartaglione, Christine (D) 
(PN 1484) Resolution designating October 2013 as “National Physical Therapy Month” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 231 Greenleaf, Stewart (R) 
(PN 1485) Resolution designating October 17, 2013, as “Conflict Resolution Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
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SR 232 Greenleaf, Stewart (R) 
(PN 1486) Resolution recognizing October 21, 2013, as “Biomedical Research Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 15, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 233 Vance, Pat (R) 
(PN 1491) Resolution designating the week of November 11 through 15, 2013 as “Forensic Nurses Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 234 Schwank, Judy (D) 
(PN 1492) Resolution recognizing the week of October 20 through 26, 2013 as “Hospital and Health-System Pharmacy 
Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 235 Solobay, Timothy (D) 
(PN 1493) Resolution designating October 26, 2013 as “Make a Difference Day” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 236 Alloway, Richard (R) 
(PN 1494) Resolution designating the week of October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Respiratory Care Week” in Pennsylvania 
and commending respiratory therapists for their outstanding contributions to health care. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 
 
SR 237 Alloway, Richard (R) 
(PN 1495) Resolution recognizing October 20 through 26, 2013, as “Adopt a Shelter Pet Week” in Pennsylvania. 
Oct 16, 2013 - S-Introduced and adopted 

EXECUTIVE ACTIONS
 
HB 108 Micozzie, Nicholas (R) 
(PN 2370) Amends the Insurance Company Law changing the expiration date from December 31, 2013, to December 31, 
2015. The bill eliminates the six month waiting period for enrollment in the Children’s Health Insurance Program. Effective 
immediately. (Prior Printer Number: 99, 2356) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-In the hands of the Governor 
Oct 26, 2013 - H-Last day for Governor’s action 
Oct 16, 2013 Approved by the Governor - Act: 74 

HB 1483 Quinn, Marguerite (R) 
(PN 2426) Amends the Portable Electronics Insurance Act further providing for authority of vendors of portable electronics 
and for termination of portable electronics insurance adding that except as provided, an insurer shall provide the vendor 
policyholder and each enrolled customer with at least 60 days’ notice prior to the termination or alteration of the terms and 
conditions of a policy of portable electronics insurance. If the terms and conditions of a portable electronics insurance policy 
are altered, the insurer shall provide a revised policy or endorsement evidence indicating that an alteration has occurred and 
a summary of the material changes. The legislation allows an insurer to cancel an enrolled customer’s enrollment under a 
portable electronics insurance policy upon 30 days’ notice for nonpayment of premium. Effective in 60 days. (Prior Printer 
Number: 1934, 2358) 
Oct 16, 2013 - H-In the hands of the Governor 
Oct 26, 2013 - H-Last day for Governor’s action
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

MONDAY - 10/21/13
***Senate State Government (Agenda updated)
10:00 a.m., Hearing Room 1, North Office Building
Public hearing to discuss the Right to Know Law; and to consider the executive nomination of Joel Frank to State Athletic 
Commission

House Education
11:00 a.m., Room 205, Ryan Office Building
Public hearing on hybrid learning

***House Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness (New)
11:30 a.m., Room B31 Main Capitol
To consider: HB 1205 Barrar, Stephen Amends Lottery Law re game to benefit vets HB 1742 Boback, Karen Amends Title 
51 re veterans’ benefit payments

***Joint Legislative Conservation Committee (Location updated)
12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 
Environmental Issues Forum featuring hydro-geologist Bruce Leavitt to discuss “trompe” technology that he has rediscovered 
and is using to remediate acid mine drainage in an energy saving, cost-efficient, and effective way

***House Appropriations (New)
Off the Floor, Room 140 Main Capitol
Agenda to be announced

TUESDAY - 10/22/13
***House Education (New)
9:00 a.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building
To consider: HB 810 DeLuca, Anthony Amends Public School Code re drug testing HB 1734 Oberlander, Donn Amends 
Public School Code re athletics disclos HB 1741 Keller, Fred Amends Public School Code re collec bargaining SB 46 
Williams, Anthon Amends Public School Code re emp. history 

***House State Government (New)
9:00 a.m., Room 205, Ryan Office Building
To consider: HB 376 Krieger, Tim Amends Title 65 re public participation 

House Finance 
9:30 a.m., Room 60, East Wing
Public hearing on: HB 1630 Roae, Brad Amends Tax Reform Code re motor license fund 

***House Human Services (New)
9:30 a.m., Room B31 Main Capitol
To consider: HB 1334 DiGirolamo, Gene Amends Newborn Child Testing Act re fees HB 1420 Boback, Karen Act re newborn 
pulse oximetry screening HB 1654 Cruz, Angel Amends Newborn Child Testing Act

House Liquor Control
9:30 a.m., Room 39, East Wing
To consider: HB 1747 Killion, Thomas Amends Liquor Code re off-premises catering

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1205&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1742&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+810&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1734&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1741&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+46&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+376&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1630&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1334&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1420&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1654&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1747&Session=13R&STA=PA


48

***House Judiciary (New)
10:00 a.m., Room 205, Ryan Office Building
To consider: HB 207 Godshall, Robert Amends Title 20 re autopsies HB 710 Baker, Matt Amends Contr Substance Act re 
ammonia gas HB 1154 Miller, Ron Amends Title 18 re harassment & stalking HB 1261 Micozzie, Nichol Amends Title 18 
re aggravated assault HB 1470 Bloom, Stephen Amends Labor Anti-Injunction Act re fees HB 1662 Harhai, Ted Amends 
Title 20 re grandchild reimbursement SB 688 Waugh, Mike Amends Title 18 re secondary metal theft SB 731 Rafferty, John 
Amends Title 18 re retail theft

***House Appropriations (New)
Off the Floor, Room 140 Main Capitol
Agenda to be announced

WEDNESDAY - 10/23/13
***Select Committee for School Safety (New)
9:00 a.m., Room 39, East Wing
Voting meeting being held pursuant to: HR 53 Day, Gary Resolution re school safety 

***House Aging and Older Adult Services (New)
9:30 a.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building
To consider: HB 1702 Ross, Chris Act re community respite services programs 

Senate Urban Affairs and Housing
9:30 a.m., Room 461 Main Capitol
To consider: SB 48 Williams, Anthon Amends Landlord Act re abandoned property

House Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
10:00 a.m., Room 60, East Wing
Informational meeting on PA amusement ride safety to follow voting meeting to consider: SB 82 Greenleaf, Stewa Amends 
Unfair Trade Prac and Con Prot re dogs HB 1750 Maher, John Amends Title 18 re cruelty to animals

***House Education (New)
10:00 a.m., Room B31 Main Capitol
To consider: HB 1728 Saccone, Rick Act re In God We Trust in schools HR 108 Brown, Rosemary Resolution re charter 
educ in pub schools 

***House Human Services (New)
10:00 a.m., Room 39, East Wing
Informational meeting where the manufacturer of Vivitrol will explain how their drug assists in treatment with alcohol and 
drug addictions

Senate and House Local Government 
10:15 a.m., Room 8E-B, East Wing
Joint public hearing on the proposed Pennsylvania 2014-15 annually-appropriated U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services Community Services Block Grant Program State Plan

***House Appropriations (New)
Off the Floor, Room 140 Main Capitol
Agenda to be announced

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+207&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+710&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1154&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1261&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1470&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1662&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+688&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+731&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HR+53&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1702&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+48&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+82&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1750&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1728&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HR+108&Session=13R&STA=PA
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THURSDAY - 10/24/13
House Judiciary
10:00 a.m., Glen Mills School, 185 Glen Mills Road, Glen Mills
Public hearing on law enforcement response to the current heroin epidemic 

Senate Democratic Policy Committee 
11:00 a.m., Lehighton Borough Hall, 1 Constitution Avenue, Lehighton
Roundtable discussion on property tax relief

House Consumer Affairs
1:00 p.m., Williamson Free School of Mechanical Trades, 106 S. New Middletown Road, Media
Public hearing on: HB 1543 Killion, Thomas Amends Home Improvement Act re contracts 

***Senate Education (New)
1:00 p.m., Harrisburg University, 326 Market Street, Harrisburg
Public hearing seeking input from students on educational issues in schools
 
FRIDAY - 10/25/13
** CANCELLED **House Consumer Affairs 
9:00 a.m., Montgomery County Fire Academy, 1175 Conshohocken Road, Conshohocken
Public hearing on rooftop solar installations and fire safety 

Senate Republican Policy & Senate Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness
10:00 a.m., Adams County Emergency Services Facility, 230 Greenamyer Lane, Gettysburg
Joint public hearing focusing on challenges facing firefighters  

MONDAY - 10/28/13
House Democratic Policy Committee
3:00 p.m., Slippery Rock University, Robert M. Smith Student Center, Ballroom A, 1 Morrow Way, Slippery Rock
Public hearing on: HB 1192 Gibbons, Jaret Amends Title 23 re division of marital property

TUESDAY - 10/29/13
House Education
10:00 a.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building
Public hearing on: HB 1588 Saylor, Stanley Amends School Code re religious education fac

House Tourism and Recreational Development
1:00 p.m., National Constitution Center, 525 Arch Street, Philadelphia
Public hearing on: HB 871 Day, Gary Amends Title 53 re excise tax on hotel room HB 872 Day, Gary Amends the Tax 
Reform Code re sales tax HB 873 Day, Gary Amends County Code re hotel room tax HB 874 Day, Gary Amends Community 
and Economic Improv Act HB 875 Day, Gary Amends Title 64 re hotel room rental tax

Senate Judiciary
1:00 p.m., Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue, 9th Floor, Grant Room, Pittsburgh
Public hearing to discuss civil legal representation of the indigent: Have we achieved equal access to justice?

WEDNESDAY - 10/30/13
***House Democratic Policy Committee (New)
6:00 p.m. West Lake Fire Department, 3762 West Lake Road, Erie
Public briefing with PA Fire Commissioner Edward Mann about financial assistance programs for fire, ambulance and 
rescue organizations 
 

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1543&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1192&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1588&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+871&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+872&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+873&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+874&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+875&Session=13R&STA=PA
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THURSDAY - 10/31/13
***House Democratic Policy Committee (New)
9:00 a.m., Millcreek Township Municipal Building, Assembly Room, 3608 West 26th Street, Erie
Public hearing on jobs and the economy

THURSDAY - 11/7/13
Independent Regulatory Review Commission
10:00 a.m., 14th Floor Conference Room, 333 Market Street, Harrisburg
To consider the following regulations: 2923 Department of Transportation #18-423: Delivery of Certificates of Title 3013 
Department of Transportation #18-432: Intrastate Motor Carrier Safety Requirements 3007 PA Public Utility Commission 
#57-293: Paper Copy and Electronic Copy Filing Requirements 3010 Board of Coal Mine Safety #7-481: Maintenance of 
Incombustible Content of Rock Dust 3023 PA Liquor Control Board #54-77: Repeals 3031 Unemployment Compensation 
Board of Review: #12-97: Telephone Hearings 2980 Environmental Quality Board #7-478: Air Quality Title V Fee Amendment 
2972 Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs #16A-6917: Schedule of Civil Penalties - Social Workers, Marriage 
and Family Therapists and Professional Counselors 2973 State Board of Social Workers, Marriage/Family Therapists and 
Professional Counselors #16A-6918: Continuing Education Audit and Enforcement 2997 State Board of Dentistry #16A-
4627: Fees 3000 State Board of Funeral Directors #16A-4822: Fees

TUESDAY - 11/12/13
House Judiciary 
10:00 a.m., Room 140 Main Capitol
Public hearing on: SB 150 Pileggi, Dominic Amends Title 44 re State DNA Database 

WEDNESDAY - 11/13/13
House Environmental Resources and Energy 
9:00 a.m., Room B31 Main Capitol
Public hearing on: HB 1699 Ross, Chris Act re pollution control response generators 

THURSDAY - 11/21/13
House Judiciary 
10:00 a.m., Harrisburg High School, Auditorium, 2451 Market Street, Harrisburg
Public hearing on law enforcement response to the current heroin epidemic

http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB+150&Session=13R&STA=PA
http://www.ctbpls.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB+1699&Session=13R&STA=PA
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Thank you, Lynn, Kim, Steve, Eric, Jeff, Mike, Matt, Jason, Tony, Virginia, Catharine, Rachel, 
Nina, Margaret, and Kati.
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