
Take Action to Support Fair Funding for Big Spring Public Schools! 

Governor Corbett’s proposed election-year budget is falling apart. Revenue projections are down and Corbett 
and state legislators are looking to make $1.2 billion in cuts to his proposed 2014-2015 budget. Students and 
taxpayers in Big Spring cannot afford another year of inadequate funding and political posturing. 

Call or email Governor Corbett, Senator Pat Vance and State Representative Stephen Bloom to tell them that 
it’s time for Big Spring students and taxpayers to get fair budget this year.   

Here’s what we need to ask them for: 

 Make the proposed increase of $230 million a permanent source of funding in the Basic Education 
Fund (BEF). This increase MUST remain in the budget should NOT be distributed to school districts in 
block grants that have  many strings attached and can be eliminated in future budgets. 

 Allocate state funding using a fair, transparent, and accurate funding formula. This formula should 
take political deal making out of the budget process and be based on current data and the real costs of 
educating students with different needs.  

**Last year our state legislators met behind closed doors and cut deals to give $30.3 million in bonus 
funding to 21 school districts represented by PA’s most powerful lawmakers. We trust our state 
legislators to be good stewards of taxpayer dollars; this type of backroom deal-making and political 
favoritism is betrayal of that trust and an unacceptable way for our state government to function.**  

 Keep the proposed increase for special education of $20 million in the budget. While $20 million is 
modest amount, after six years of flat funding for special education, we applaud the decision to finally 
increase this funding. 

 Restore charter school reimbursement payments to local school districts. Public schools lost 
hundreds of millions of dollars in state funding when Governor Corbett eliminated this line item in 
2011. The legislature made changes to the public education system by adding charter schools, and 
then put in place the charter reimbursement line to help address the additional costs communities 
were facing.  Cutting this funding hurt both community school district students and charter school 
students and compounded an already difficult situation. These funds should be restored until a 
formula is adopted.   

 Ensure that any savings from the elimination of the charter school pension double-dip payments stay 
in the education budget and be returned to local school districts. These savings should not go into the 
general fund where legislators can spend them as they please. 

Please contact Governor Corbett and your state legislators today. The decisions they make this year will 
impact students and taxpayers in Big Spring for years to come. 
 

Governor Tom Corbett 
governor@pa.gov 

(717) 787-2500 
  

Senator Patrician Vance 
vance@pasen.gov  

(717)975-1985 
 

Rep. Stephen Bloom 
sbloom@pahousegop.com 

(717) 249-1990 

 

www.educationmattersinthecv.wordpress.com 

http://bit.ly/119z4PW

